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A Short History of the Auburn
Baptist Church.

Foreword by the Senior Deacon,

Mr. C. L. Meadows.

This brochure has been compiled from data con-
tained in the available record hooks, but as one or two
of the minutehooks are missing, items of personal and
ceneral historie interest, which would otherwise have
been recorded, are necessarily excluded, and if any
friends are disappointed we hope that this explanation
will exonerate the compilers from any blame for such
ontissions.

It is turthermore hoped that the publication of
this souvenir boolklet, in showing **What God hath
wrought ™ iju the history of our Church. will enkindle
memory, stimulate gratitude. and quicken the devo-
tion of the Chureh so that its future history shall be
even more fruitful and fragrant than the past has
heen.

In the vear 1888, the centenary year of the colony
of New South Wales, the bush village of Auburn could
bhardly have been deseribed by Oliver Goldsmith's
tfamous hnes—"Sweet Auburn, loveliest village of the
plain.”” for though bounded on the distant west by
the delectable Blue Mountains. on the south by the
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Pacific Ocean, on the east by beautiful Sydney Har-
bour, and on the north by the silver waters of the
Parramatta, its closer environs were less pretentious
and artistic. Even then there were prophetic hints
that it would be an industrial rather than a garden
suburb, though no one was optimistic or imaginative
enough to foresee in those days of ti-tree serub, inter-
spersed with golden wattle and blue-gums, and the
occasional bark hut, humble cottage, and general store,
of the hamlet, that less than fifty yvears later the vil-
lage would assume the proportions of a city, and be-
come one of the largest and most important industrial
centres of the State.

Nor did the youthful swain, who meandered down
the lowly bush tracks 'meath the light of the silver
moon, ever dream that old age would find them pro-
menading the Auburn highway ‘neath the electrice
vlare of the Great White Way.

The Baptist pioneers, like Ienry Constantine and
Ilenry Boshier, were men of grit and grace, who pre-
ferred to show their loyalty to Baptist convietions by
walking three miles to the Baptist Bethel at Parra-
natta rather than to Iimk up in membership with local
(‘hurches that practised the rite of infant sprinkling
and rejected the truth of Believers’™ Baptism by Twm-
nmersion.

Stalwart Ilenry Constantine incurred the good
Rector’s displeasure because he resolutely rejected
liis recommendation to hecome a half-mile Anglican
rather than a three-mile Baptist; ¢ For,”” said the
Rector, ““both roads lead to Ileaven, and vou will save
a long Sabbath Day’'s walk.” “Yes, " retorted Henry
Constantine, “‘but 1 shall have more pleasure getting
there by being loyal to my Lord.”

About this time several Baptist families met to-
gether for worship in each other’s homes, and this being
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reported to Denominational IHeadguarters, the Secre-
tary, a wise Church statesman. the Rev. Frederick
Hibberd, advised the formation of a local Church.
This was deeided on. and the Rev. J. A. Soper, Presi-
dent of the Union, formed the fellowship into a Bap-
tist Chureh on August 16th, 1888, the ceremony taking
place in the Congregational Hall, Park-road.

The. foundation members deserve to bhe lhonoured
by remembrance. They were—

Mrs. Burns Mr. S, Duttield
Mrs. Dale Miss E. Dale
Mrs. Howell Mr. Atkinson
Mrs. Morgan Mrs, Atkinson
Mr. II. Constantine Mr. Davis
Mrs. II. Constantine Mrs. Davis
Mr. W. Morgan Mr. II. Bush

Mrs. H. Bush.

The loecal place of assembly was neither orna-
mental nor salubrious, being a school-house situated
in the paddoek of the Meat Works, kindly placed at
the disposal of the Chureh by the manager, Mr. Gee.

The serviees were held morning and evening each
Lord’s Day, and the Wednesday Prayer Meetings held
in the homes of the vartous members.

Ministers being very scarce. the services were sus-
tained by a band of consecrated laymen, some of
whom, notably Mr. J. .. Packer, afterwards became
conspicuous leaders of our State and Federal Deno-
mination. Other godly Ppreachers were Mr. Samuel
King. Mr. Lewis Brown, Mr. J. J. Stone, Mr. Jacques,
Mr. Mashman. and Mr. Pottie.

At this juneture the Rev. John Straughen, Pastor
of the Parramatta Church, became the Moderator of
the Auburn Chureh, and greatly assisted the new
cause. Ofticers were elected, Henry Bush being the
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tirst Secretary and llenry Constautine the first Trea-
surer, both of whom have since passed into the Mas-
ter’s presence, to give an account of their faithful
stewardship.

The Church continued to prosper, and the first
candidates for baptism were immersed at Parramatta
by the Rev. John Straughen.

Rev. J. STRAUGHEN

Miss Burns, daughter of a fouudation member,
was the first one to be baptized, and it is singularly
appropriate that this daughter of Mrs. Burns, now
Mrs. M. Evans, should have the honour of opening
the beautiful new Chureh building.

These pioneer Baptists hailt for the future; they
realised the essential need of Sunday School work.
and the first sehool was started with six scholars, two

of whom are honoured members 1to-day, viz.,, Mr.
Richard Pritehard and Mr. IHerbert ¢onstautine,
whose children also are following in the parental
tootsteps by serving the Lord.

Through all the forty years God bas graciously
cuided His people. The pillar of cloud has ever gone
before them, and they have followed on. .\ large hall
in Auburu-road, on the site now occupied by the
Chureh of Christ Tabernacle. was hired. and though
rather incommodious—its main virtue heing a large
upper room—it served as a sanctuary for some time,
till at last the command came to go forward. The
consecrated forces of femininity that formed the
Ladies’ Guild, led the way by raising £100, and as a
result a small strueture was erected, having a wea-
therboard end, a symbol of incompletion and a pro-
pheey of future expansion—a prophecy realised seve-
ral times over.

This little Bethel is a place of mmperishable me-
mories to many. \Were the new (hureh a veritable
SNt. Paul’s Cathedral it could not outbid the humbler
abode in the atfections of the old folk. for here they
came as tender children to the Sunday School, here
they came as radiant lovers to the wedding altar, here
they witnessed as loyal and obedient disciples in the
Baptismal pool, and here they have gathered as Chris-
tian parents, with their c¢hildren and grand-children,
to serve the Lord in the heauty of Holiness. Yes, and
oftimes they have come amid the shadows of hereave-
ment to he comtorted hy the Good Shepherd.

The Chureh proved that it was an organism rather
than an organisation. for it commenced to grow ra-
pidly. It took shape like a strong and stately build-
ing, many living stones and pillars being in-built into
this Holy Temple. So progressive did the Cause be-
come that the brethren decided to call a minister to
the pastorate. Mr. David Watson supplied for seve-
ral months, to the editication and appreciation of the
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people. but he did not continue in miuisterial serviee,
though he served God faithtfully as a consecerated poli-
tical leader, becoming later a Senator of the Common-
wealth, e revisited the Chureh, and aeted as chair-
man on the oceasion of the opening of the new Sehool-
room some four yvears ago. Mr. Charles N. ITickson.
fresh from the Moody Institute. America, preached
with great acceptance for three months, and received
the invitation to the pastorate. but was unable to
accept.  Meanwhile the Rev. J. Strauchen continuea
to act as Moderator, presiding over the officiai meeot-
ings, supervising the preaching services, and under-
taking the pastoral visitation. Ilis honorary service
was recognised at a social gathering, when M. oJ. .
Packer, the Church Secretary, presented Mr. Straughen
with a purse of sovereigns, and gave also a beautitul
silver tea serviee to Mr. Samuel King for his valuable
help to the Church, extending over a long period.

[t was at this tine that Mre. oAV, Winn, sinee
hecome an honoured Denominational leader and Dre-
sident, was baptized, and admitted to fellowship.
Both Mr. Winn and his beloved wife, who were mar-
ried at Aubuwrn, have retained a kindly interest in
the work.

Shortly afterwards the Rev. .). Straughen relin-
quished the work at Parramatta, and again the prac-
tical appreciation of the Auburn friends was shown
by another gift of a purse of sovereigns.

[t was fortunate for the Chureh that during the
interregnum the seeretarial oftice was filled by a Deno-
minational leader in the person of Mr. J. A. Packer,
the Editor of the " Baptist."" who advised the Clhareh
to requisition the services of the Rev. A. J. Waldock
(now Dr. A, J. Waldoek). The Church accepted Mr.
Packer’s recommendation, and approached Mr. Wal-
doek, who aceepted the invitation. The welcome tea
and public meeting was held in the Auburn Town
Hall on July 6th, 1894,
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Thus commenced a very fruitful and fragrant
ministry, whieh lasted nine years. during which time
the Church membership was greatly inereased, and the

J. A, PACKER

building extended to accommodate an additional 100
worshippers.  An extra vestry-room was also added.
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The Pastor and Deacons worked harmoniously,
and in 1901, the membership then nunibering 86, the
Chiureh decided to build a hrick and tiled Manse, with
S rooms, for its minister. at a cost of £500. The
eronund. which is spacious, cost £180, and the total
cost £680, a very timely and profitable investment,
which -has provided Manse accommodation for almost
30 years, and is now valued at about £1500.

Mr. Waldocek coneentrated on social work among
the Young People, and arvanged quarterly socials, so
that members might know each other Dbetter. His
versatility was shown by his conductorship of the
Choir, a ministry he had to abandon when he wielded
the Presidential haton over less harmonious wather-
ings in 1905,

It was during this vear that Open-air Servieces
were hegun in the main street: a magnificent ministry
maintained ever since. especially by Mr. Frank Tlay-
ward, who was Open-air Leader for ten vears. Many
wayfarers who have listened to the wayside ministry,
like Lydia, Damaris and Dionysius of old, have heen
convicted and converted, and later have confessed
Christ in Baptisn.

In 1906 the Pastor, a keen Home Mission Exten-
sionist, spied out the land at Sefton Park, and re-
ported to the Chureh that there was room for a Bap-
tist Bethel there. The first meeting as held at the
home of Mr. Lloyd. the room being filled to overflow-
ing. Two deacons—DBrothers Meadows and Davidson
—accompanied the Pastor to this inaugnral service,
and thie work was suecessfully launched.

In 1907 another outpost was established at ISast
Hills, just over the George’s River. The friends there
assembled in the School of Arts, and helptul services
were leld. This outpost being 10 miles distant, ar-
rangements were made with the minister of the Dul-
wich Hill Distriet Chureh (the Rev. W, Cleugh Blaek)
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to take the oversight. This was done, and a church
huilding was ereeted in a day by voluntary labour.
the ministers of Auburn and Dulwich 1L unveiling
commemoration tablets.

On September 7th. 1903, just twenty vears ago.
the Rev. A. J. Waldoek tendered his resignation, and
assumed his denominational duties as Ilome Mission

THE MANSE.

Superintendent. The Chureh regretted his with-
drvawal, but rejoiced in his call to greater service. A
farewell meeting was held in the Town Hall, and was
presided over by My, (later Sir) Hugh Dixson. Many
presentations. indicative of the loving appreciation of
the people, were made to the Pastor and his family.

Mr. Waldock was followed by the Rev. Frederiek
Shiner, who was cordially recommended by the Rev.
AL North, Secretary of the New Zealand Baptist
Union. Ile came on probation for three months, and
speedily won the hearts of the people, who gave him
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the permanent call to the pastorate after six weeks’
trial. Ilis wife and family then arrived, and were
warmly welcomed at the .\nniversary Services.

At this time the Church elected a well-heloved
and venerable saint, Mr. Henry Boshier. to the posi-
tion of elder, an oftice he adorned till the day of his
lamented death in 1909, lle was a singularly gracious
man, and, like Barnabas, was a Son of Consolation. He
was the father of the present gavden beautification
scheme, and planted the first ornamental trees.

The Church has ever striven to lengthen her cords
and to strengthen her stakes. and in 1909 an attempt
was made to form a branch work at the important
and thriving town of Rookwood (now Lidcombe).
Services were commenced in the Lidecombe Town Hall,
and continued for several months, hut the results not
being as successful as anticipated the attempt was
unfortunately abandoned. Ilad the attempt been
persevered with probably Lidcombe to-day would
have rejoiced in a vigorous and prosperous DBaptist
Churceh, for it is a strategic commercial centre.

Mr. Shiner bravely persevered with extension
work elsewhere; and because of his enthusiasm and
energy an experiment of a unijue character was made
at Sefton Park—the Church building there being
erected by voluntary labouwr in one day. This event
caused widespread interest, and congratulatory com-
ment. The builders, ministerial and laymen, toiled
like Nehemiah’s men, from dawn till dark, and by 8
o’clock the Church was completed, the dedication ser-
vice being held at that hour.

The Auburn Chureh has ever felt the Holy throl
of Motherhood, and another Cause was commenced at
North Auburn, in the Federal Hall. This was pioneered
by Brothers Lew and Bongers, the present Superin-
tendent, and later by Brother C. Willick. A small
Sunday School was formed. and evening services were
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held, as many as 45 worshippers assembling.  [Unfor-
tunately the work lapsed for many yvears, but it has
since been rejuvenated, and is now a Cinderella of
the Denomination, due largely to the dogged devo-
tion of Elder Bongers.

In 1913 Mr. Shiner resigned, after a very suceess-
ful term of faithful service. He was a man of win-
some personality, and with his beloved wife was ex-
ceedingly popular, as is evidenced by the following
resolution of the Chureh:—

“This Chureh places on record its appreciation
of the services of the Rev. I. Shiner, covering a period
of over four years, during which time there was
added to the Church 64 members, and, in addition, a
Mission Churceh was erected at Sefton Park, and a
work at North Auburn imaugurated.”’

During the interregnum Dr. Porter, the doyen of
the Denomination, acted as Interim Moderator, and
the Chureh was riehly blessed hy his wise and gracious
leadership.

Our present Pastor, the Rev. W. Cleugh Black,
theu the Minister of the Dulwiceh Hill-Campsie-ITurl-
stone Park Distriect Chureli, was approached. but
owing to his extension worlk could not consider a call,
and the ultimate and wise choice fell upon the Rev.
Stephen Sharp, of Launceston. Tasmania, who ac-
cepted the invitation, much to the delight and protit
of the people. Ile commenced his ministry ou Sun-
day, December 28th, 1913, and from the outset God
graciously blessed his ministry, e introduced the
idea of an Amnual Ilarvest Festival, and this was
emblematic of the fragrance and fruitfulness of his
splendid mimistry, during which period he labowed
to reduce and remove the debt on the Churell and
the Manse.

Then happened the most calamitous event in his-
tory, the outhreak of the Great War. Our Baptist
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boys combined patriotism with their piety, and when
the toesin sounded marched forth with their fellows
to the fray. Some of them, alas! never returned.
Others came home wounded, the marks of viecarious
suffering upon them; and the Church gratefully me-
moralised their heroism and service by erecting an
Honour Roll, fashioned by Bro. Hume, and inscribed
by Bro. Arnold. The following heroes names are thus
permanently recorded:

(. Hume W. Smith A. Hood

H. J. Bongers (. F. Tood E. Milburn
A. F. Bongers B. C. Willick A. Tucker
S. L. Perry J. E. Swinfield (. S. Sharp
Theo. Perry E. W. Webber W. Urquhart
O. T. Swinfield T. J. Webber E. Atkinson
A. E. Sharp F. Castley A. Davis

W. Pittock H. S. Stanmore  P. Tucker

S. J. Bugg F. Bovington W. Jones

A. J. Pennell W. E. (Cover II. Mckenzie
W. A. Webber A. E. Moulder R. Dawson
E. Shepherd H. C. Sharp S, A Wallace

L. J. Bugg.

““They were a wall unto us both by night and day.”’
—1 Sam., 25:26.

The first casualty was Gunner Webber, whose
boat was sunk by a German submarine, June 10th,
1915, Many made the supreme saecrifice, including:

Lieut. Theo. Perry, Sergt. Hood, Privates (. Hood,
L. .J. Bugg, F. Castley, H. Stanmore, B. Willick, . J.
Bongers, J. Swinfield, E. Atkinson, T. Webber, and
Gunner E. W. Webber.

All did nobly at the front, and some rose to high
distincetion, notably Mr. Stanley Perry, who became
Lieut.-Colonel Perry, D.S.@., M.C., and his brother,
Lieut. Theo. Perry. killed in action.
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During the dark and anxious days of the war,
Mr. Sharp’s ministry was one of consolation and
guidanece, and it also was marked by extension, for a
commodious primaryv room was built by voluntary
labour, and beecame also the rendezvous for social ga-
therings,

Mr. Sharp introduced also the idea of a Junior
deacon, to be associated with the seniors for experi-
ence and future service, Bro. Nightingale being the
first appointee.

In 1916 Doxologies rang out. for both C.lmrclllan(l
Manse were free from debt, much to the delight of t'he
worthy Treasurer, Mr. Henry (Constantine, who, like
Simeon of OId, sang his Nunc Dimittis, and then de-
parted in peace to his eternal reward. He was a man
of unblemished character, strong yet tender, ap(l
alwavs true and faithful; and the Church recorded its
aftection and appreciation thus:

“*We place on record our sense of the great loss
our Church has sustained by the removal from our
midst of our esteemed Senior Deacon and Treasurer,
Henry Constantine, who, from the foundation of the
Church twenty-five years ago to the time of his
home call, was a most faithful and consistent mem-
ber, devoting his time and interests ungrudgingly to
the service of the Church.”

In February, 1917, electric light was installed in
the Chureh by our indefatigable and consecrated
Bro. Thorpe and fellow electricians.

A Dbrass mural tablet, in memory of our late"l‘rea-
surer, was unveiled, and Mrs. Constantine switched
on the light, to the accompaniment of a choir anthem,
“*Send out Thy Light.”” The Pastor then called on
Bro. Meadows, who, in his characteristically humour-
ous and happy style, thanked Mr. Thorpe and friends
for their share in bringing about the desired consum-
mation.
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In August, 1917, to the regret and consternation
of the Church, the resignation of Mr. Sharp was re-
ceived, and then reluctantly accepted. Ile had en-
deared himself to all. Ilis scholarly and passionately
Evangelical messages will never be forgotten, and the
influence of his ministry, and also that ot his heloved
wite, will never fade from the lives of his Auburn
parishioners, who rejoice whenever he returns from
his present pastorate at Burwood to preach at Anni-
versary and other important serviees

Mr. Sharp was followed by the popular Pastor of
the Campsie Church, Rev. . .J. Wyles, whose work
there commended itselt to the JNAuburn Church so
greatly that a call was extended, and accepted by him.
Like his predecessors, he also was an extentionist and
with much forethought, secured the additional block
of ground, on which has bheen erected the imposing
new Church. During his ministry the Open-air Ser-
vices were a feature of the spiritual life of the town,
being attended by hundreds of people, on account of
his remarkable gifts as an open-air preacher. llis
wife, also, was a most exceptional (hristian worlker,
and her unforgetable ministry as the Commandant of
the Voluntary Aid Girls, during the dark war days,
endeared her to the womanhood of the Denomination
and to countless numbers of wounded soldiers.

In several cases the wife of the Auburn minister
has exercised a gracious influence in Denominational
cireles, Mrs. Waldocel, Mrs. Sharp and Mrs. Wyles
being especially prominent and deservedly popular;
whilst in other cases their minstry, though less exten-
sive and spectacular, has been none the less sacred
and successtul.

In January, 1921, the duplex envelope system
was introduced. and it revolutionised the Church
finances, so that to-day, though the majority of the
members are not in affluent cirecumstances the giving
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power is proportionately higher than in any Churel:
of the Denomination. For the past five vears almost
£2000 per annum has been raised from all sowrces for
God’s work, which represents sacrificial giving.

The melodic ministry of the Chureh has always
been of a high order, and would have delighted the
ancient Levitical choir leaders, as well as modern
musical masters. Every soldier carries a potential
Field Marshal’s baton in his knapsack; but, fortu-
nately for the congregation, it cannot be said that a
choir master’s baton is the potential possession of
every church member. Nine choir masters. viz.. Bros.
Morgan, Waldoek, MekKenzie, Clay, Winn, Davies,
Wilkinson, Prowse and Dickinson have served efti-
ciently and aceeptably as they led the high praises of
God in the sanctuary.

Though the Chureh cannot yet boast of a preten-
tious pipe-organ. it does sing the praises of its organ-
ists. who through the years have given unstinted ser-
\'icé, chiet of all being the present occupant of the
position, Miss Myrtle Salter, who tor more than ten
vears has given her conspicuous and consecrated gifts
to the service of the Master. Like Mr. Waldock, one
of his predecessors, Mr. Wyles was a lover of music
and song, and he was responsible for the introduction
of the Baptist Hymnal in place of the old Psalms and
Hymns.

On the occasion of the 35th Anniversary of the
Churel, five years ago, at which the North Sydney
Pastor, now the Auburn Pastor, Rev. W. Cleugh Blaclt,
presided, an appeal was made for funds to build a
new Chureh, the objective being £1000 before building
operations commenced. A pictorial barometer, made
by Bros. Hume and Franeis, and painted and ﬁg.ured
hy Bro. Arnold, recorded the result of the evening’s
appeal, viz., £110, much to the joy and encouragement
of the people.
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Within a few months the Pastor resigned, having
been appointed. on account of his splendid organising
abilities. to the Svduey ('ity Mission as General Secre-
tary. His suecessor was the Rev. W. Cleugh Black.
who, whilst ministering at Dulwich Hill some years
hefore. had been approached, bhut had reluctantly de-
clined nomination. The second approach was more
successful. and Dbelieving it to be God's guidance, he
came to Auburn in January, 1924 after four years
happy and successful ministry at the beautiful Chureh
of North Sydney.

Ile was enthusiastically welcomed to Auburn,
eivie ofticials  joining with Chureh members in ex-
pressing goodwill. A\ large contingent of North Syd-
ney folk also attended, and it was evident from the
outset that the enthusiastic co-operation of all meant
immediate extension of the Churceh building. Within
a few months the back walls were knocked out, and
extra accommodation for seventy worshippers secured.

Mr. Black's poliey, already carried out in extenso
at Dulwiceh IHill, was to form a District Chureh by
making Auburn the Mother, surrounded by a series
of sturdy children. Accordingly, Pastor and officers
emulated the spies of old, and surveyed the surround-
ing territories. A clhar-a-bane  was hired, and the
eeclesiastical joy-riders passed an ancient property
near the Parramatta-road. It measured 324 feet
frontage to Skarratt-street by about 66 feet to Ader-
lex-street, and was well worth £300. However it was
secured for £150. The cottage was demolished, the
eround cleared, plans and specifications prepared,
and, under the expert supervision of Mr. Binge, a band
of over 50 voluntary labourers from our own and
other churches, nobly supported by the ladies of the
Mother Chureh, who provided refreshments, laboured
as they did at Sefton Park vears before from dawn
till dark. and the largest Chureh building ever erected
in Australia in one day was consecrated to the serviee
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of the Liord. The Superintendent of the Braneh, Elder
II. Bongers, who was presented with a gold key, in
recognition of his organising work in the Federal
IHall, opened the Chureh at dusk, and the Rev. IHenry
Clark dedicated it to the worship of God. It was a
memorable day. the daily press featuring it i such
pictorial fashion that sightseers motored from all

NORTH AUBURN CHURCH.

suburbs to see the miraele of a chureh of mushroomie
growth,

ITow well this holy experiment was justified 1s
evidenced by the fact that within three years it has
beconme necessary to think of i1ts extension. It was
hutlt to seat 120, and must now be enlarged hecause
of the large and enthusiastic congregations. This
prosperity is greatly due to the loyal support of the
Mother Chureli m general. and in particular to the
Superintendent (Mr. Bongers). the Choirmaster (Mr.
N, Little), the Sunday School Supevintendent  (Mr.
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David Grinham), and Secretary (Mr. Jack Stephen-
son), and the loeal committee, supported hy an en-
thusiastic hand of ladies.

The Novth Auburn Branch was fortunate in secur-
ing as Honorary Pastor a man of outstanding abili-
ties, Mr. A T. Whale. an avowed Spurgeonie au-
thority, whose Evangelical zeal was always in evi-
dence, and resulted in many baptisms and additions
to membership.  Receiving a business appointment at
Neweastle, he was farewelled, and presented with ap-
preciative gifts, and was tollowed by Pastor Charles
Gray, of the Baptist College, a man of winsome per-
sonality and spiritual toree, who, heing unencumbered
by business duties, was able to visit the people and
organise the Cause with sueh distinet suecess that
within six months the congregations have doubled,
and extension is contemplated.

Similar sueceess has attended the work at Sefton
Park, which was commenced in the year 1907, cottage
meetings being condueted by a few earnest workers
from the Auburn Church; and as the work gave pro-
mise of improvement, a meeting of attendants was
held, under the presideney of Rev. A. J. Waldock,
when Mr. Charles Bent was elected Secretary and Mur.
Stanley ITall Treasurer. It was decided to take up
collections at the services. and so raise funds for the
purchase of an allotment, and ultimately for the
building of a chureh. Services were afterwards held
in Thompson’s Hall, Waldron-road.

Through the generosity of Mr., F. Searl an allot-
nent was purchased in Clapham-road, and a church
(the first to be erected in a day in New South Wales)
was built on October 14th, 1911. The work was under
the supervision of Mr. €. Palmer, and was accom-
plished by the aid of numerous volunteer assistants in
ten hours. A dedicatory service was condueted hy
Mr. W. Ardill, who was DPresident of the Baptist
Union of N.SAWL that year. and the building, which
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cost £109/9/4, was opened free of debt. This was
made possible by a vrant of £20 trom the Ilowme Mis-
<ion, and a muunificent donation of £50 trom Mr. W,
Buekingham, the remaining amount heing  raised
loeally.

Since then great blessing has attended the Sefton
2ark Braneh, under the Superintendency of Mr. E.
Street, who, despite niany disecouragements and ahnost
single-handed, has maintained this outpost, for many
Years resisting the oft-repeated suggestion to abandon
or remove it elsewlere. Ilis optimism and pertinacity
liave been justified, for it has remarkably revived atter
its cliequered career, and is repeating the suecesses
that obtained in the earlier years, wlhen Mr. and Mrs.
Hume, Mr. George McKeown, Mr. Pittoek, Mr. Hay-
ward and other friends rendered valued service, .\
band of loyal ladies. including Murs. Jakeman. Murs.
Dates, Mrs. . Hart, Mrs. Gibson, Mrs.  Tllsley
and others, presided over by Mrs, Street, have
worked enthusiastically. and quite recently raised an
amount sufticient to add two heautitful vestries. Kin-
dergarten furnishings, and. in addition, attractive in-
terior lining to the Churecl.

Quite recently, owing to Mr. Street’s supervision
and the work having prospered abundantly, the Home
Mission Soclety consented to astor IHeather, of the
Bankstown Churely, taking the pastoral oversight,
whieh he did with mueh aeceptance till pressure of
work elsewliere caused lhim to resign, much to the
regret of the people.

He was followed by Pastor D. Harper, who is
niinistering with great fidelity and sueccess, and there
1s every indication that in this rapidly developing
distriect our Baptist Foundations have bheen well and
truly laid, thanks largely to the patience and perse-
verance of the Superintendent, Mr. Street.

The Distriet scheme. however, is still incomplete,
and Lideombe and other adjoining localities wailt to
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be possessed. but as soon as the new Central Chureh
1s opened a forward move in these directions will be:
undertaken, in co-operation with the Central Cum-
berland Distriet Baptist Association and the Ilome
Mission Society.  Not only has the Mother Church
thus lengthiened lier cords. but she has strengthened
lier stakes, for within a year after Mr. Black's arrival

SEFTON CHURUH.

it was deeided to plan for the ercetion of a new
Churelh building to accommodate the inereasing con-
gregations. .\ scheme to raise £600 per vear was de-
cided upon, and painted in pictorial fashion. elock-
wise, by Mr. J. Armstrong. This artistic and prophetic
pieture was placed permanently on the wall of the
C'hureh, facing the congregation—a perpetual re-
minder of the Chureh’s decision and duty. Mr. Arnold
Dickinson, LL.B., was appointed Financial Secretary.
A Beautification Committee, with Mr. George Midgley
as Convenor, was formed to prepare a beautitul car-
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«den scheme in preparation tfor the new Chureh. and
for four years Mr. Midgley has, almost unaided, c¢on-
centrated as a  landscape gardener, and produced
miniature Botanical Gardens, with stately palms and
archways of radiant Bougainvilleas, that form a
paradisial pathway for the blushing brides of the dis-
triet.  Certainly the grounds are the most pieturesque
of any in the Denomination, and refleet the artistry,
enerey and fidelity of Mr. Midgley.

May 24, 1924, was Arbor Day. when the eight
palms were planted hy the four ministers—Revs.
Waldoek, Sharp, Wyles and Blaek; and Mrs. Harris
represeuting the ladies, Mr. Meadows the otticers, Mr.
Arnold the Sunday School. and Senator David Wat-
son the old members. The same afternoon the first
part of our new {‘hurch scheme—the beautitul and
commodious room designed as vestries of the new
Chureh, and built by Mr., Ilume at a cost of £360—
was officially opened by Mr. H. J. Morton, President
of the Baptist Union; and the largest tea and publie
meeting in the history of the Chureh was held, over
H00 assembling for tea and 400 crushing into the
Church. Senator David Watson presided, and every-
one rejoiced over the great Forward Movement, and
dreamed of the desired consummation four years’
hence.

The spiritual side of the work was not negleeted,
the Pastor arranged for the tinest and most spirit-
filledd evangelists, teachers and missionaries to hold
conventions and services, and oftimes the Chureh was
imspired and edified by men of the type of Dr. Cairns,
Mr. MeOmish, Evangelist  Jarvis, and the world-
famous Mr. Nicholson, who held a United Tent Mis-
sion of five weeks' duration. A Sunrise Prayer Meet-
img at 7 o’elock on Sunday was begun. and has been
continued by a few ftaithful souls ever sinee, under
the leadership of Elder Cavanagh. Since the Pastor’s
advent over 100 have joiued the fellowship, though,
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unfortunately. there have been many losses by re-
moval from the district.

The Pastor. who, like his predecessors, i an ar-
dent Evangelical and anti-Modernist, believing that
the local Chureh polity should he modelled closely on
Apostolie lines, introduced the Seriptural idea of the
appointment of Elders, whose main ministry is to act
in an advisory capacity, as spiritual overseers, but not
to usurp the executive or administrative authority.

Brethren C. Morling, II. Bongers, Lewis Brown,
J. Cavanagh and Ilenry Page were appointed to the
elderate.  Soon after, Mr. Morling, who 1s the father
of the bheloved Principal of the Baptist College, re-
moved to Blackheath, and is at present ministering
as Honorary Pastor with great acceptance to the local
Chureh at Leura.

Two brethren of the Diaconate, (', L. Meadows and
. MeKeown were honoured by the Chuveh for long
and faithful services, and were made life Deacons. a
well-merited and mueh appreciated honour indeed

During its 40 years’ history Auburn has always.
been a Young People’s Churceh, and God has blessed
it richly with under-shepherds, who whilst tending
the sheep of the pasture have not forgotten the lambs.
Consecrated Sunday Sechool, Christian Endeavour and
Young Worshippers' Superintendents have striven to.
make the Young People’s Departments attractive and
efticient. DBro. Slater was the first Superintendent,
and had six scholars; now Mr, Arnold, the last of a
Long list of splendid men, has several hundred scholars
under his care. He has heen ably supported by out-
standing secretaries in the persons of Mr. Archie
[Tood and AMr. Kindred, and a splendid staft of
teachers, and his genmality and versatility cause him
to be a favourite with young and old, especially with
the members ot the Young Traders’ Association, which
began its commercial career for Christ four years ago,
and has been so fervent in business that over a hun-
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«dred pounds has been raised, and a gift made to the
new Church of the beautiful gallery that will accom-
modate over 60 worshippers.

The Sunday School Anniversaries have heen noted
for their ministry of splendid song under the condue-
torship of Mr. A. Dickinson, senior, and the Church
Choirmaster, Mr. Gladstone Dickinson. whilst ever
and anon special concerts, under the aegis of the
Sunday School, have bheen given for philanthropie
purposes, the heneficiaries being either the local Or-
phanage or the Distriect Hospital.

As a demonstration of Interdenominational Fra-
ternity and Protestant Solidarity, our own Sunday
School has joined the District S.S. Association, and
acts thus conjointly in all matters that affect the
social and spiritual welfare of the town: a concert for
the District Hosital, given under the auspices of the
Combined Sunday Schools, recently realised over £100,
to the delight of the directors.

The Young Worshippers™ League, under the excel-
lent leadership of Mr. Bert Haddon and more recently
Mr. Will Perryman, is encouraging its youthful mem-
bers to honour the Lord’s Day and the Lord’s House.

The Young People of the Choir, realising that the
(hristian Churceh has no right to econdemn the ques-
tionahle amusements of the day unless it provides
elevating attractions to lessen the lure of the former,
have for some years past organised with meticulous
care an Annual Eisteddfod. whieh has become re-
nowned throughout the State, and attracted vocal,
choral, musical and elocutionary contestants from all
umetropolitan centres and some distant country towns.
The rendezvous tor the future Mendelssohns and
Melbas has been the Town Hall, and the financial re-
sults have enriched the new Church coffers consider-
ably.

The Christian Endeavour Society. which dates
back to the days of the enterprising Bro. Morgan,
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has always been a vigorous movement, and during the
last decade in particular because of the executive
ability and fidelity of Mr. Dave Grinham, has been
regarded as one of the largest and wmost efficient
Young PPeople’s Societies in the State; whilst the In-
termediate Society, under the Superintendeney of Mr.
Ernest Protheroe, the State Superintendent, who fol-
lowed Bro. George MelSeown, has won the silver shield
twice in succession. In addition, the Junior Society,
under the leadership of Mrs. Grinham and Miss Hart-
ley, and the Advanced Junior ministered to by Miss
Ada Cavanagh and Miss Doris Goodwin, have, as
Junior camps, been grand reeruiting grounds for the
regiments of C'hristian Endeavour.

The Young People’s work would be incomplete
without reference to the tiny tots of the Primary and
Kindergarten Departments, under the able and con-
secrated leadership of Miss Wilkinson and Miss Florrie
Page; whilst the work among the radiant young
maidens and the splendid voung men of the Church
is a lasting monument to the sanetity and service of
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Thorpe, whose young folk, in
addition to other liberal gifts, have arranged for the
installation of the eleectric light at a cost of £80.

One of the outstanding features of the Church
lite has ever been the work of the Ladies’ Church
Aid. the members of which have shown great devotion
to Christ and the Chureh. and their Good Samaritan
service has reached to the uttermost parts of the
Jdistrict.  In earlier days Mrs., A, J. Waldoek and Mrs.
sSharp. and more recently Mrs, Wyles, Mrs. Harris and
Mrs. Putland. the present occupant of the presidential
chair, have wrought so worthily and successfully that
to-day the Chureh Aid ecalmly contemplates the task
of providing the carpets, rugs, rubber flooring, stair
linolenm, and other furnishing accessories at an ap-
proximate cost of £150.

The success of a cause depends largely upon the
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fidelity and forcee of its Executive Offieers, and Auburn
Chureh has had many outstanding men of granitie

strength like Henry Constantine and winsome grace

like Henry Boshier. Men who have combined hoth
the aforesald qualities of erit and grace, like Mr. J. A.
Packer, Mr. Meadows., Mr. Winn, Mr. Dawson and
Mu. .J. Hood. have adorned the seeretarial eftice, the tivo

latter having served with great acceptance for terms

of nine and seven vears respectively. The Treasurers
ot the Churech have kept a tight hold on their trust
and on their treasure. averaging a period of ten vears
each as guardians of the gold of God. The present
Treasurer, Mr. Ernest Protheroe. a well-known State

Endeavourer, met with a terrible aceident in January,.

1927, resulting 1n the loss of an arm. a tragedy which
he tfaced with great fortitude and cheery optimisn.
The closing section of this souvenir record should
be a suceinet recital of the steps leading up to the
erection of the beautiful Baptist Bethel that is the
joy and pride of the members who have praved and
toiled so ardently tfor the last four years. The forward
movement bhegan with the pushing out of the back

walls of the old Chureh building, then, under the

able direction of Mr. Ilume, came the erection of the
beautiful Christian Endeavour room, whieh was de-
signed as the vestries of the future Chureh.

The Church determined to ralse an amount of

£600 per year. and to begin operations in 1929, M.
Arnold Dickinson. LL.B., was appointed Finanece Seec-
retary, and has rendered invaluable service of a legal
and financial character.  Each department 1as
assessed annually, some sections, notably the Ladies’
Chureh Aid, over-subseribing, with the result that
early in 1928 the Chureh deecided by a unanimous vote
to zo forward. like Nehemiah of old, and build a new
sanctuary at an approximate cost of £3000. A build-
g Committee was formed with Mr. A, Burgess, an
experienced master huilder, as ehairman, ably assisted
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by Mr. Binge. another master builder (who organised
the building of North Auburn). and Mr. Hume and
Mr. Jesse Nightingale.

Plans were prepared by Mr. Lanyon Clark,
L.RLB.A., M.LA. aleading ecelesiologist, whose work
at other churches had attracted and arrested the at-
tention of the Building Committee. Ile submitted a
design in the Romanesque style of arehitecture. nio-
dernised to some extent with seating accommodation
—including the gallery area—tor about 500 worship-
pers.  Many distinetive features were incorporated,
ineluding a tower with four spacious rooms 13 x 13,
and a garden roof: this portion to be used particu-
larly for the Young People's Department: an open
baptistry, in cireular formation. situated beneath the
pulpit, and specially tiled and oak-panelled. with a
beautiful leadlight window inset of the Baptism of
Jesus—a unique inset ingeniously illumined by spe-
cial underfloor mirrors. This baptistry. the gift of
Mrs. Albert Trenholm, at a cost of over £100, is a
beautiful and distinetive denominational feature of
the new Church. Exquisite stained glass windows of
a memorial and thanksgiving character, the gifts of
various donors. have also been provided at a cost of
over £400. Between the vestries the recessed area
occupied by the pulpit and baptistry has been ar-
ranged, proscenium-wise, richly decorated with
columns, three on each side. and the whole pulpit area
celling arranged in three elliptic tiers panelled, part
in fibrous plaster and part art leaded-glass, with a
heautiful representation of a vine and clusters of
grapes, that entwine round an inseription. I am the
Vine; ve are the hranches,”” all the border work being
Seriptural and symbolie. a golden bell and a blue,
purple, and scarlet pomegranate (the emblems of
Testimony and Fruitfulness) alternating. The pulpit
itselt. of chaste and artistic design. the wift of M.
Albert Trenholm, crowns the forepart of the (hurch,
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whilst special Morene work on the walls enhances the
general artistry of the scheme, which finds a choiee
climax in the narthex, or porch, which is oak-panclled
throughout. and represents the cifts of Mr. Richard
Pritehard and Messrs. Poole and Son and Diekinson.

The successtul tenderers, Messrs. .. N. and W.
Dawes, who quoted £5151/6/-. commenced building
operations in inclement weather, the local fire hrigade
engine being requisitioned to pump out the water
from the trenches, which had been dug a few days
after the interesting ceremony, performed by Mrs.
Smith, of turning the first sod to the strains of the
Doxology. This historie event oceurred at 8 o'clock
Tuesday morning, Mareh the 6th.

Mr. A. Burgess was appointed supervisor, and
the Church was fortunate in securing a gentleman of
his ability and experience.

The foundation ceremony was held on Saturday,
the 14th of April, 1928, four foundation-stones bheing
placed by the President of the Union (Rev. (. J. Tins-
ley), the Pastor (Rev. W. Cleugh Black), Mr. C. L.
Meadows (representing the members), and Mr. Albert
R. Trenholm (the congregation).  Mr. Meadows had
heen associated with the Church from the early days.
and had ever been a pillar of the sanetuary. beloved
by all; whilst Mr. Trenholm had taken a gracious
and generous interest in the (Cause for many years,
giving unostentatiously and willingly to every appeal.
and concentrating in lavish fashion wupon the new
chureh, so that the Chureh was constrained to honour
these outstanding Christian gentlemen, whosce service
for Christ and the (‘ause had bheen so genuine and
true.

The foundation-stone placing ceremony was a
memorable one. Crowds of ecitizens assembled. and
denominational officials and friends added to the num-
her. Friends old and new gathered. The former were
vepresented by Mr. .I. \. Packer, who in a character-
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istic and reminseent speceh told of the cood old days,
and  then. on behalt ol the Chareh, deposited  the
Chureh vecords, inoo hermeticallv-sealed  jar. moa
recess.  Tu the jar was an carnest exhortation to the
future discoverers to seelk the Lord. who s able fo
bhrine to hght all hidden thines. N nnpressive ad-
dress by the President, and an nreent appeal by the
Pasxtor, vesulted i the maenificent sum of £760 heing
placed on the fonndation-stones. making a total of
almost €3000 having bheen raised within four years,
The inevitable  additions  enhaneed  the cost ol the
huilding from £53151 1o £7500. meliding Fornishings
but so ercat has been the enthnsiasm, and so conse-
crated the mmterest ol the people. that by the time of
the historie opening, on September 15th, the huilding
shonld he halt paid off.

The Choreh will he opened hy Mres, Evans, daveh-
ter of Meso Burns, o foundation member: and it is
hoped that one of the few surviving members, Mres.
Howell. heloved by all. and  Mrso Smithe the oldest
active menmber. with the  vonnwest babe  (Doreen,
the danghter of Mr. and Mrs, Haves Thorper will he
the fivst to enter the new Chuoreh huildine,

When the new Chuveh bell (the ettt of Mo and
Moes, Binge). whieh is one of the lareest and most
melodions 10 Sydney, begins 1o peal out from the
heltfry at the top of the tower, the residents will realise
that the Baptists have at last entered into their pos-
session: and now  ecall them in the name of Christ
Jesus to come and worship Hhm trom whout all hless-
ines How.  And the fervent prayer of every member
will ever be that the Bells of Grace will ring out from
the pulpit the age-old message—"God so loved the
world that e aave lis only begotten Son that who-
soever behieveth in Tl should not pevish bt have
cverlasting lite.
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