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A �Short History of the Auburn 

Baptist Church . 

Foreword by the Senior Deacon, 

Mr. C. L. Meadows. 

This brochure ha,; been compiletl from data con­
tained in the an1ilable reconl books, but as one or two 
of the minute books are missiug·. items of personal aucl 
general historic illtCrl':st, "·hiclt "·ouhl otherwise han 
been recorded, are 11ecessaril�· excluded, and if any 
friends are llisappointed "·e hop!:' that this explanation 
,yiJl exonerate the compilers from 1111�· blame for such 
OlllJ,;:;1011,;. 

It is fnrthermorl' hoped that the publication CYf 
this ,;onn:nir booklet, in sho\\·ing· "\\"hat Goel hath 
\\TOught · · iu the histor�· of our l'lturch. ,rill enkindle 
llll'lllOl')', stimnlatl' µ-ratitude. aml quiC'ke11 the cleYo­
tion of thl' (..'lrnrch so that its futnre history :shall be 
e,·e11 lllOl't' fruitful all(! l'rngr1111t than thr pnst has 
been. 

In tht• �·ear 18�8. thl' centenary �·ea1· of tht• colony 
of .'\1•11· �out·lt \Yaks. the hush 1·illag·e of Auburn C'ould 
hard!�· l1al'l· lweH describl'd b�· Olinr Goldsmith's 
famous li11es-· · �11·cet .\uhurn, loHliest Yi.llage of the 
plc1 in.'· for though bounded on the distant west by 
tl1e dl'ICdnhle Dlue ::'.\lom1tains. (Ill the south by the 



4 
Pacific Ocean, 011 the east by beautiful Sydney Har­
bour, and on the north by the sih·er waters of the 
Parrmnatta, its. closer environs were le:;s pretentious 
and artistic. Even then there were prophetic hints 
that it would be an industrial rather than a garden 
suburb, though no one was optimistic or imaginatiYe 
enough to foresee in those dars of ti-tree scrub, iuter­
spen;ecl with golden wattle and blue-gums, and the 
occasional bark hut, humble cottage, and general store, 
of the hamlet, that less than fifty years later the Yil­
lage would assume the proportions of a city, and be­
come one of the largest mid most important industrial 
centres of the State. 

).Tor did the youthful s,,·ain, "·ho meandered clown 
the lowly bush tracks ·neath the ljght of the sih·er 
moon. ever dream that old age ,youlcl find them pro­
menading the Auburn highway '11eath the electric 
glare of the Great ·white Way. 

The Baptist pioneers, like Henry Constantine and 
Henry Boshier, were me11 of grit and grace, who pre­
ferred to sh9w their loyalty to Baptist conYictions by 
walking three miles to the Baptist Bethel at Parra­
rnatta rather than to link np in membership with local 
Churches that practised the rite of infant sprinkling 
and rPjected the truth of J3c,lieYers' Baptism by Im­
mersion. 

Stalwart lle11r.'" ( '011:;tantine incurred the good 
Rector's di:-;plea,;ure because he resolutely rejected 
his recommenclation to hecome a half-mile Ang·lican 
rather than a three-mile Baptist; "For," said the 
Rector, '' both roacls lead to IleaYeu, a11cl you \\·ill saYe 
a long Sabbath Day's ,rnlk.'' "Ye,;,·· retorted Henry 
Constantine, "but I shall ha Ye more pleasure g·etting 
there by beillg- lo�·al to my Lord." 

About this time seYeral Bapti,-;t families met to­
gether for worship in each other·:-; homes, and this being 
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reported to Denomiuational Heaclqnarter,;, the Secre­
tan- a "·i,se l'hurch statesman. the ReY. Frederick 
Hil�l;enl, achised the formation of a local C:hnrch. 
'flti,s \\·a,-; decided on. and the ReY. J. A. Soper, Presi­
dent uf the l 11io11, formed the fellmrnhip into a Bap­
t.i:;t Church 011 Auµ·ust 16th, 1888, the ceremo11y taking 
place in the ( '011g-reirntio11nl Hall, Park-roatl. 

The. foundation members deserYe to be honoured 
by rernL•mbrance. The:· were-

_jlrs. Bm•n,-; 
)lr.�. Dale 
::\lr:;. Uowpll 

::\lr. t,. Duftield 
l\liss E. Dale 
::\Ir. Atkin:-;on 

::\lrs. :Morgan l\lrs. Atkinson 
)fr. II. Con:;tantine l\lr. DaYis 
_jlrs. ] r. Constantine l\lr,;. DaYis 
::'If r. W. l\Iorgan l\[r. Il. Bn:-;h 

l\ln,. H. Bush. 

The local place of assembly \\·as neither oma­
mental nor salubrious, being a school-house situated 
in the paddock of the l\leat \York:;, kindly placed at 
tht• cli:-;po;;al of the ('hurch b�· the mnnaµ-er, ::\Ir. Gee. 

The :-;enices ,n-n• .held mornin}:!" and eYeniuµ- each 
Lord\ Da�·. and the \\' ednesday Prayer Meetings held 
in the J1omes of the Yarious members. 

::\linisters being Yery scarce, the sen·ices "·ere sus­
tainell by a band of con:secrated laymen, some of 
"·horn notabh· l\lr. J .. A. Packer, afterward,; became 
co11sp{cuon,-; l�aclers of O)ll' State and Federal Deuo­
minatiou. Other god!�· preachers were l\Ir. Samuel 
Kirn!". ::\fr. Lewis Brown, l\lr. J. J. Stone, l\[r. Jacqnes, 
Illr. ~}Ia,shman. and Mr. Pottie. 

At this junctme the Hn. ,John titraughen, Pastor 
of the Parramatta Church, became the Moderator of 
the �.\.n hnrll l'h urch, and greatly assisted the ne\\­
cause. < >fticers "·ere elected, Henry Bush bein� the-
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first �ecretary aml l le1 iry Com;ta utille the first Trea­
surer, both of whom !Jaye since passed illto the ::'>las­
ter 's presence, to giYe an account of thei r  f aithful 
stewardship. 

The Church continued to prosper, and the first 
candidates for bapti;;m were immersed at Parrarnatta 
by the ReY .  John Strauid1en. 

ReY. ] .  STR.-\UGH E N  

}liss Burn:-;, da ughter of a fouudation member, 
was the first 01 1e to he bapti1:ecl , c1ml it is singula rly 
appropric1 te that this dauµ·hter of }lrs. Burns, now 
:H rs. }I. EYan;;, shoul r l  haYe the honour of opening 
the beautifu l new Church building.  

_The;;e pio11eer Baptist ;; l rni lt  for the future ; they 
real 1:-;ed the essential need nf Snrnl a Y  School "·ork 
mid the fil'st school m:i,; st art ed "·ith �i x scholars

_, t ff� 

of whom are honoured members to-day, Yiz., 1\lr. 
Hicha rd Pri tc lrn rcl and }Lr .  Herbert l "onstautine, 
,d1ose children aho ,ne fol lo"· ing- in the pa renta l  
.footsteps by sening- the Lonl . 

Through n l l  the forty years God h as graciously 
guided His people. The pil l a r  of cloud has enr gone 
before them and theY h c1n• fol lo,nd 011. ~.\.. large ha ll 
in .Anburu-:.oacl , on • the site no"· occupied by the 
Chmch of Ch rist Tabernacle. "·as  hirecl . and though 

rather incommodious-it;; m ain Yirtne l )eing a l a rge 
upper room-it sened as a sanctna rr for ;;ome time, 
t i l l  at last the com mand came to go fonYard. The 
consecrated forces of femi11inity that. formed the 
Ladies ' Guild, led the way by ra ising £100, aml as a 
result a small  structure ,ms erected, Jun- inµ- a wea­
therboa rd eml, a symbol. of incompletion nncl a pro­
phecy of future e.xpa11sio11-a prophec:· real ised se--e-
ra l times oYer. 

This l ittle Bethel is a place of imperishable me-
1110ries to many. "\\'ere thr new Church a Yeritable 
St. Paul \; C'athell ra l  it eoultl not outbid the humbler 
a bode in the a ffections of thr old folk .  for here they 
came as tender children to the :::iullcla:· School. here 
theY came as radiant loYers to the wedding a ltar, here 
the;• witnessed c1s loyal aml obedient disciples in t he 
Bnptismal  pool,  and here the:· haY<' gathered ns Ch ris­
tian parent:-;, "·ith their children and µTH JHl-children, 
to serYe the Lord in the benut.r of H oli11e,;;s. Yes ,  a lld 
oft i mes theY ! J aye  come a mid the shaclo,Ys of ben'RYt'­
ment to l i e ·  comforted b:· the Good Shrphrrcl . 

The l'hnrch p1·0Yell that  it "·c1:-; an oq:tanism rather 
than an organisation. for it  com meneNl to gro"· ra­
pilll:· · I t  took shape like a strong ancl stately lrnilcl­
ing, man:· liYing sto11es nml pil l a rs beinµ· in-hnilt into 
this Holr Templ e. So prngressiYe clicl the l 'ause be­
comr tha t  the brethren cleciclecl to ca l l  a millister t o  

the pastorate. }Ir .  DaYitl 'IYatSOll supplietl f o r  seYe­
ral mo11th,; , to the ellifiea tioll a 1 1d apprec i a tion of the 



peop l e .  but  h e  cl i d  1 1 ot enu t i u ue rn 1 1 1 i u is ter i ,i l  sen-1cl' ,  
t honµ· h  h e  sened God fa i t l i f t t l l r  a s  a consec rated pol i­
t ica l  leader ,  beco1 11 i n µ· l a t l' r  a �ena tor of the l'orn1 1 1 0 1 1 -
1rea l t l t .  Il e rnisitecl t l 1e l ' h nrch , and  ac ted as  cha ir ­
man 0 1 1  t h e  occa s ion  o f  t h t· 1 1pe 1 1 i 1q.!· uf the  Be\\" 8ci1oo l ­
roo 1 1 1  sorn e four yea rs ago .  :.\ l r. C harle;; ,;\ .  H ickscl l l .  
fre,,;lt frorn t he Moody fost i tu te  . .  America , preached 
"·i t h  g-1:ea t  a ccepta n ce for t hree mon ths ,  a nd receiYecl 
the i m· it a t i o1 1  to t he  pastora te .  but ,n1s mia hle t o  
acce p t .  :.\leamd1 i le  the  H n  . .  J .  � tra 1q.d 1e 1 1  con t inueti. 
t o  a c t  c1 s :.\l ocl 1: ra tor, p n•s i d i 1 1 g- ore r t lt t• officia l mel' l ­
i ngs, snperv i,,; i nµ- t h e  pn·,H: h i nµ· sen·ice:s. a n d  uucle 1·­
t a k i1 1g· t h e  pastora l  Y i s i t a t ion .  H is honurar�- serv ice 
was recoµ-n isecl a t  c 1  soc i a l  :.rnt her iug· ,  "·J i e 1 1  :\fr. J .  �L 
Pa cker, t i le  ( ' hu rch f:,eereta ry, pn•se1 1 ted :.\fr. t,trn1 1µ-h t •n 
"· i t h  a p urse of soYerPiµ-ns. a nd µ-a ,·e  abo a bea u t i fu l  
s i lnr tea sen- i ce to  ::\ I r .  i:,arnue l  K i n µ- for h is Y a l n a l>k 
help to  the  l 'h urch , extend i n g- O \"er  a l ong  period. 

It was at t l ! i,,; t i l l l P  t l 1 a t  :.\ l r. F. \Y. \\' i nn .  s iu et• 
become a n  honoured Dt•n01 1 1 i n a t i o 1 1 a l  leader a n d  l 'rl'­
s icknt ,  11· as  l rn p t izt'd , and  ,1 d m i t t t'cl t o  fel lowsl 1 ip.  
Hoth :\ f r .  \\" i nn  and h is  hel{l \·ed "· i fe ,  \\' ho "-ere mar­
riell a t  .:\n l i u rn ,  han' rd a inetl ,1 k i nd[�· i nt erest i n  
t h e  11· ork .  

:::;hort l �· a fte rll"a rds t he He ,· . .  J .  :::; t ni ug·hen rel i n­
t 1 u i shed the  11·ork a t  l ' arra w a t t a ,  a nd aga in  t he  prne­
t ica l  a pprl'c i a t i on  o f  t h l' Auburn friends ,ms sho,rn 
by a n ot ht'r g· ift  of a purse of so,·ereigus. 

l t  11·as  fort unate  fo r the  l' l turc h  t h a t  dur i 1q.!· the 
i 1 1 terreµ- 1 i'u l l l  t h e  secret a r i a l  office "·a :;  fi l l etl by a Deuo­
mi 1 1 a t io 1 1 ci l  l t'acl er  iu the person of :'.\I r. ,J . A .  Pac ker, 
t h e  Edi tor  of the ' ' Bap t ist ." who a thisecl t h t>  <. ' lrnrc l t  
t o  req u is i t ion  t h l' sen· ices o f  t h e  ne \" .  A. ,J . \\'aklock 
( uow Dr .  ~\. . .J .  \\' a l clock ) .  The  l 'h nrch accepted Mr.  
Pa c ker 's n·cOll l l l l t' IH l 11 t io 1 1 ,  am!  a p proa chl'll M r. \\" 11 1 -
dock ,  \\" l 1 0  a ccepted t i le i u ,· i ta t ion .  'l'he  wekoll le t ea 
a n d  p u b l ic l lH'et i 1 1µ- was he ld i 1 1  t h t' Anbnr1 1  1\nni 
H a l l  on J n]�- 6th , J S! ) ! I .  

'· 
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Thu:,; COll l J JH' l lCetl 11 Yery fru i t fu l  and  fragra n t  
m i n istry, "·h ich  l astell H i n e  �-ears. clnr i 1 1g  ,d1 i ch t ime 
t he Churc h  membersh i p  11·as  µTeatlr i ucrea :,;ed, and t h e  

] . . .\. P. ·\CKER 

build ing extended to  a ccommoda te  an  add i t i ona l  100 
"·orshippers. An extra Yestr�·-room 11·as  also adcl ed .  
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T h e  Pastor a nd Deae < 1 1h  ,H , rkell l 1 n 1 ·mo1 1 ionsly, 
and in l !JUl. t l 1 e  mem l 1t •r,d 1 i p  t heu n nmhcring- Sli , t h e  
C h n rc l i  dec ided to  h n i ld  a 1 , r i ek  il nd t i led :\ [anse , "· i t h  
S roonn,, for i ts m i n ister .  a t  il cost o f  £.i0U. The  
!!TOl l l l C l .  \\'h i ch  i s  spac i o t Js, cost £180, a l l C l  t l t e  t o t a l  
�ost £680, a ye1 •:· t ime!:· and  profitab le  im·e,;tmen t ,  
"·h ich · h a s  proY i cl ecl :'.\Ianse aecommodat iol l  for a lmost 
:JU yea 1·s, a nd is  1 1 0 \\· Y,t l ued at a bout £1 .'i00. 

l\ L 1·. \Ya ldock  co1 1ce1 1 t rn ted on soc ia l  work  a mm1µ­
t l ie  Young People, a 1 1d m-ra 1 1 grcl q uarter!:· soc i a ls, so 
t l l a t  m embers 1 1 1 i µ· h t  k 1 1 n\\· e a ch  o ther  bet ter .  J l i s  
Y ersa t i l i t Y  ,ms si l <nn1 h.- h i s condnctorsh ip  of the  
Choi r, a ; 1 1 i n ist ry h e  h a d  to a l ,a mlon when  h e  wit• ldcd 
t he Presi t lent i a  l ha ton O\·er less ha rmol l  ious irnt l t l'r­
ings i 1 1  19U.J .  

I t  was dnr in �r th is  :·ear that  Open-a i r  Senicc� 
1n•re heg-un i n  t he ma in  st reet : a magn i ficent m in i� try 
maint a ined eyer s ince .  e,qwc ia l l :· by Mr.  Fra n k  I l a y­
"·a rd ,  "·bo "·a s  Open-n i r  Lea der for ten years. l\ [a 1 1 :· 
"·ayfa rers "·J to h a Ye l i s tened to the  wayside m in is tr.,·. 
l i k e  L:'d ia ,  Dama ris a n d  D ion:·s ius of old,  haYP heen 
couYicted and conYerted, a m l  la ter  haYe  confessed 
C'h 1·ist i n  Ba pt ism.  

In 1 906 t i r e  Pastor, a ke(• n  H ome :M iss ion Exte 1 1 -
s iouist ,  sp ied ou t  t l i t• l a nd a t  Sefton Park ,  c1 1 1d  re­
ported to  the Church  t h a t  t herr "·as  room for a Dap­
t ist  Beth e l  t h ere. The  first meet ing  as  h eld  at t h e­
home of :'.\ fr .  Lloyd . t h e  room .being fil led t o  onrflo\\·­
i ng. Two deacons-Brot h er;; l\Ieadows a m l DaY idson 
-accompanied the Past or to th is  inaug-nra l  sernce. 
a n d  tl 1e work "·as  successfu l l y  launche tl .  

In  HJO, a no ther  outpost was est a b l i shed a t  East 
I l i lls, just  owr the Georµ-e 's R iwr. Ti lt> fr i t•nd,,; t h t' re· 
a �sembled i n  t h e  �cl 1 ool ' J f  ..:\r t ,; ,  and he l p l' t r l  set ·,· i ees 
\\'ere h e ld .  This ou t post he ing- 1 0  m i les d is t an t .  a r­
ranµ-ements  were ma lle  "· i t h  t h e  m in ister o f  t he Dnl ­
wich J I. i l l  D i ,; t r ict  (' h ureh  ( t h ,· U e \· .  \\· . Ch,ui;d 1  Ul a e k ), 
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t o  t ake  t h e  OYt> rsi ;,:- h t .  Th i s  \\· as  done, a ntl a church  
l , n i l tl i n µ· ,rn s erectl't1 in a ( 1 H :· br Yo l nnhnr l ahonr. 
t he m in i sters of �\.nhmn a ml Dnhrich H i l l  m1Yeil ing 
commemora t io 1 1  t ab l et;; .  

On �epternber 7t h .  J ll08, j nst t lren ty  rea rs a go .  
t h e  ReY . .  A .  J .  \\'a l cl oc k  t endered h is  resiµ-ua t ion ,  and 
assumetl h is denom ina t iona l  tln t ies H S  Home :\I i ssion 

T H E  :-L.\ l\ S E. 

Snperintende11 t .  The l'h nrc h re 0Tet t e<l l i i s  "· i t h ­
d nnrn l ,  but  rejoiced in l 1 is ca l l  t o  g\·ea ter ,;t>nice.  A 
fare,nll meet ing  "·as  h eld i n  t he  To"'n  Ha l l ,  a n d  "·as  
presided onr by :\fr. ( l a t er  S i r )  H ugh D ixson. :i\Iaur 
presenta t ions, i ] l (1 i ca t i Ye of t l te  loY ing  a pp rec i a t ion  of 
t h e  people, were made to t l 1 r  Pastor and hi,; fa mi ly. 

:\Ir .  Wa ldock ,ras fol lowed by t h e  HeY. Frederiek 
Sh i ne l', who ,ras corcl i a l l :· recommended by the HeY. 
. .:\.. :=--:ort h ,  Secret ary of t he �ew Zea l and  Bapt ist 
l'n ion .  He came 011 prob a t io n  for t h ree months ,  and 
,;peecl i ly  \YOB t h e  hear t,;  of t h e  people ,  w ho gaYe h im 
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t he permm1ent call to the pa�torate aftH six: ,Hek:s · 
t rial .  H is 11· i fe and fa mily then arr iYed and \\"ere 
,rnrmly 11·elcomecl at t he .. \.11niYersar�· :Ser�·ices. 

At this time the Church elected a well-be lond 
and nnerable saint ,  M r. Henry Bosh ier .  t o  the  pos i­
tion of ehler, an office he adorned til l  t he day of his 
lamented deat h i 1 1  190D. He \\"as a singularly gracious 
man, ancl, like Barnabas, 11·as a Sou of Consolatiou. H e  
was t he  fat her  o f  t h e present 1-.rn rclen beautification 
scheme, and planted the  first ornamental t rees. 

The  ( 'h urch has en'r  striYen to  lengthen her cords 
and to st rengthen her stakes. and in 1909 an attempt 
was made to  form a b ra11cl1 work at t he  importaut 
and t hriYing tmrn of R ookll"oocl (no\\" Lidcombe ) .  
Sen·ices were commenced i n  the  Lidcombe Town Hall, 
and continued for seYeral mo11ths, b ut the results not 
being as successful as anticipated t he attempt ,ms 
unfort unately abandoned. Had the  attempt been 
persevered ,rit h probably Lillcombe to-clay 11·onld 
haYe rejoiced in a Yigo 1 ·ons and prosperous Bapt ist 
Church, fo r it is  a strategic commercial centre. 

Mr. f::lh ine r brawly persenred wit h extension 
work eb;ewhere ; and because of  h is ent husiasm and 
energ-y an experiment of a uniy_ue character 11·as made 
at Sefton Park-t he <. ' lnn·el1 buihli11g t here being­
erected by Yoluntary labo ul' in one llay.  T his c \·ent 
cansed \\"iclespread interest ,  a11d co11grat ulatory com­
ment. The builders, m inisteria l and layme11, toiled 
like Nehemiah 's me11 , f rom cla'1·n till dark. and by 8 
o 'clock the  <. 'hnrch \\"as completed, t he dedication ser­
Yice being held at that h o ur .  

The  .. \.nbnrn Church has eHr felt the  Holy t hrob 
of  1\Iot herh ood, and ano t her l'ause "·as commenced at 
Nort h .Auburn, in the Fede ral Hall. T h is \1·as pioneered 
by Brothers Le\,. and Bongers, the present Superin­
tendent ,  and later by Brot her C. Willick. .A small 
8unclay �chool wa� fonnetl. aml ew11i11g- sen-ices were 

t 
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l1el cl, as 1 1 1 ,1 11.,· a s  ±J \\·orslt ippers assembling·. l 'n for­
tuna telr the ,rork lapsed for ma nr years, but i t  has  
s ince been rej 11 Ye11a ted ,  and is  nm1· a l 'inderel l a  of 
t h <> De11omi11c1tio11· due l11rn·eh· t u  the clo0· 0·ed cleYo-
tion of  Elder 13on�·ers. 

"' · c- r  

I n  m u  M r. l:,l i i 11er rcs ig·necl, a fter a Hr>· success­
ful term of fait hful sen· ice. He was a man of "·in·­
some pen;onal i ty ,  Hll(l \\·itl1 his beloncl wife wH ,:; ex­
ceecling-1>· popul ar, a:; i . ·  eYiclenced b>· tlie fol lowing 
resolution of the Church :-

" 'l'l1 i:; l ' hnrch places on reconl its Hppreciation 
of the  senices of the HeY. F. � hiner, conriug: a period 
of oYer four yeH rs, during which time there \\"HS 
added to the Church 6:1: members, and, iu  addition, a 
l\Iission Church \\·as erected at Sefton Park, and a 
"·ork at. Korth  Auburn inaugura ted. " 

Duri11g· the i nterregnum Dr. Porter, t he  tloye11 of 
t l i e  De1101 11i11at ion, acted as I 1 1 ter i u 1  Moderator, H1 1d 
the l'h nreli ,n1s rielilr bks:;ecl hy his \\·ise and gracious 
lea dership. 

Our present Pastor, t lil' HeY. ·w. Cleugh 13lack, 
t heu the :.\l inister of tlt e Dul\\·ich l li l l-Campsie-Il url­
stone Park District l 'hmcli , \\·as approached. but 
owing to his extension work coultl not corn;icler a call ,  
and the n ltinrnte and \\·ise choice fell upon the  Hn. 
Stephen 1:,harp , of Launceston, Tasmania,  \\·ho ac­
cepted the inYita tion, muc h  to the  c l clig-h t  and profit 
of the people. I l e  com111e1 tced h is mi llistry ou Sun­
day, December �8th ,  lD l:J. 1 1 1 1 cl from the outset God 
graciously blessl'cl his ministry. l le introclucecl the  
iclea of  ai 1  ..:\rnrnal  I I an·e,;t Festirnl, ancl this was 
emblematic of the fnq.!-rauce a ml frui t fu lness of his 
:;pleucl itl iuiuistrr, cl nri1 1 µ- "·hich period he labonred 
to reduce all (l remon: t h L· debt 01 1  t h e  Church Hncl 
the l\Ianse. 

Then happened the most calarnitou.� e u·nt in his­
tory, the outbreak of the Great "\\' n r. Our Baptist 
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boys co1!1bi11ed patriotism with their piety, and "·hen 
the tocsm sounded marched forth with t heir fellows 
to the fray. Some of them, alas ! never returned. 
Otl.'.er� ca.me home wounded, the marks of vicarious 
sulferrng upon them ; and the Church o-ratefnlh· me­
moralised their h:roism and service b�, erecti�g  an 
Honour Roll, fashioned by Bro. Hume, and inscribed 
by Bro. Arnold. 'fhe following heroes names are thm 
permanently recorded : 

C. Hume 
H. J. Bongers 
A. F. Bongers 
S. L. Perry 
Theo. Perry 
0. 'l'. Swinfield 
A. E. Sharp 
W. Pittock 
S. J. Bug·g 
A. J. Pennell 
W. A. Webber 
E. Shepherd 

W. Smith 
l'. 1<7• Hood 
B. C. Willick 
J. E. Swinfield 
E. W. Webber 
T. J. Webber 
F. Castley 
H. S. 8tanmore 
F. Bovington 
'IV. E. Cov('r 
A. E. Moulder 
H. C. Sharp 
L. J. Bugg. 

A. Hood 
E. l\Iilhnrn 
A. Tucker 
C. S. Sharp 
W. Urquhart 
E. Atkim;on 
A. Davis 
P. Tucker 
W. Jones 
1 1. McKl"'nzie 
R. Da "·son 
8. A. Wal lac t' 

" They were a wall unto us both by night and day. " 
-1 Sam., 23 :26. 

The first casualty was Gunner 'IVebber, "·hose 
boat was sunk by a German submarine June 10th 
HJ l :3. l\fany made the supreme sacrifice, 'includiug : ' 

Lieut. Theo. Perry, �ergt. Hood, Privates U. Hood, 
L. J. Bugg, F. Castley, H. Stanmore, B. Willick H. J. 
Bong·ers, J. 8winfield, E. Atkinson, T. W ebbe�-. and 
Gunner E. 'IV. 'IVebber. 

. _All _ did nobly at the front , and some rose to high 
d1stmct 10n, notably :\Ir. Stanley Perry who became 
Lieut.-Colonel Perry, D.S.O., 1\1.C., a1; ci h is brother, 
Lieut. Theo. Perry, killed in action. 

.. 

• 

' 
... 

During- the dark and anxion,; days of t ht' "·ar, 
�Ir. Sharp ·s ministry was one of consolation and 
gniclance, and it also "·as marked br extension, for a 
commodious primar�- room "-as built by voluntar�­
labom, and became also the rendezvous for social ga-
therings. 

:\Ir. Sharp introduced also the idea of a junior 
deaco11, to be associated with the seniors for experi­
e11ce and future sen ice, Bro. Nightingale being the 
first appointee. 

In  1916 Doxologies rang out. for both Church and 
:Manse ,nre free from debt , much to the deligh t  of the 
worthy Treasurer, Mr. H enry Constantine, who, like 
Simeon of Old, sang his 1'\unc Dimitt is, and then de­
parted in peace to his eternal re,rnrcl. He ,vas a man 
of unblemished character, st rong yet te11der , and 
always t rue and faithful ; and the l'hnrch recorded its  
affection and appreciation thus : 

" "\Ye place on record our sense of the great loss 
our Church has sustained by t he remoYal from our 
micl ,;t of our -esteemed Senior Deacon and Treasurer, 
Henry Constantine, who, from the foundation of the 
Chnrch twenty-five years ago to t he time of bis 
home call, was a most faithful and consistent mem­
ber, devoting his time and interests ung' L'l1dgingly to 
t he ,;en-ice of the Church. · '  

I n  February, 1917, electric light was installed in 
the Church by our indefatigable and consecrated 
Bro. Thorpe and fellow electricians. 

..:-\. brass mural tablet , in memory of our late  Trea­
surer, was unveiled, and Mrs. Co{1stantine s"·itched 
on t he light ,  to the accompaniment of a choir anthem, 
' '  Send out 'l'hy Light. ' '  The Pastor then called on 
Bro. Meadows, who, in his characteristically humour­
ous and happy style, t hanked Mr. Thorpe and friends 
for their share in bringing about the desired consum-
mation. 
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In ..:\11gm;t, 1Dl7, to t he regret a11t l  co11sternatin11 
of t he l 'lt 1 1 1·ch ,  the resigna tion of l\lr. Slr nrp \\· as  re­
eei,·ecl ,  a nd then reluctantly accepted. I le had en­
dea red h imself to a ll. llis scholarly and passionately 
EYang:elica l messages "·ill never be forgotten, a nd the 
i nfluence of his ministry, a nd also that of his helowcl 
\\·ife, will 11eYer fade from the  fo·es of his ...\.nbnrn 
parishioners, \\·ho rejoice wl1eneYer he  retur11s from 
his present  pastorate at Burwood to preach at ..:\nni­
,·ersary a nd other import a n t  sen· ices 

::\ Ir .  Sharp was follo\\·etl by the  popu lar  Pastor of 
t he l'ampsie l ' hnrch,  Hev. F. , J. \Vyl es, \\·hose work 
1 here commended itself to t h e  Auburn l'hnreh so 
greatly tha t  a call "·as extended, aucl accepted by him . 
Lik e  his predecessors. he also wa s a11 extentinnist au tl 
wit h  much foretlwug-ht ,  seemed the additional block 
of ground, on which has bee11 erected t h e  imposing 
new Church. Dnr ing  his ministry the Open-air Ser­
vices \\·ere a feature of the spiritual life of the to\\·n ,  
being attemlecl by hnnclrecls of people, on account of 
his remarkable gifts as an open-air p reacher. His 
wife, also, "·as a most exception a l  Christia n "·orker, 
a nd her unforgetable ministry as the Commanda n t  of 
the Voluntary Aid Girls, during the dark "·ar  days, 
endea red her to the \\'Omanhoocl of t he Deuomiua tion 
a nd to count less u 11mbers of wo11nded soldiers. 

I n  seYeral cases the ,rife of the Aub11rn rnin i,;ter 
h a s  exercised a gra cio11s intlueuce in De110111i11 a tinn a l  
circ les, Mrs. \Yaldock, l\lrs. Sharp a nd l\l rs. Wyles 
being especia l ly prominent a n d  desen-eclly pop11la r ;  
whilst in other cases their minstry, t hough less exten­
sive and spectacula r, has heen none the less ,rn cre<l 
a nd successful. 

I n  J a nuary, l H� l .  t h e  dnplex em·elope sy;; tem 
was i11t rodnced . a ml it reYolutionised the Church 
finances, so that  to-<lay, 1 hongh t he majority of t he  
members a re not i11 a fflnent  circmnstances the  giYing 

1 
l 

t 

� 
'...) 

< 
....l 
:.:i 

::r:: 
:..J 
::i 
:ii 
....l 
'...) 

>. ---
> " 
� 

::., _,, 
< 
::r:: 
:fl 

'./) 

> " 
.:::: 

' I  
I 
I 
l 

,, 
I 
I 
I 
! 

I 



1 '  j l  
I 
I 

po,1·er is proportio1 1ately h i g:hn than i n  an.'· l'hurclt 
of the Denomination. For the past fiye years almost 
£2000 per annum has been raised from all sources for­
God 's work, "· hi<: 1 1  represents sacrific ial giY i nµ-. 

'fhe melodic ministry of the Church has always 
been of a high order, and would haYe delighted the 
ancient LeYitical choir leaders, as well as modern 
musical masters. EYery soldier carries a potential 
F ield :Marshal 's baton i n  his knapsack ; but, fortu­
nately for the congregation, it cannot be said that a 
choir master 's baton is the potential possessi on of 
eYery church member. Nine choir masters. Yiz .. Bro1;. 
:Morgan. \\'alclock. :McKeuzie, Clay, Winn, DaYies, 
·Wilkinson, Prnwse and Dickinson haYe sened effi-­
ciently and acceptabl.'· as the.'· led the hig:h praises of 
Goel in the sanctu,nr. 

'l'hong:h the Church cannot yet boast of a preten­
tious pipe-organ , it does s ing the praises of its organ­
ists, who throug'h the years haYe giyen nnstinted ser­
Y ice, chief of all being the present occupant of the 
position, Miss �lyrtle :::;altPr, who for more than ten 
years has giye11 her conspicuow; and consecrated g ifts 

to the ser\'ice of the Master. Like Mr. W aldock, one 
of  his predecessors, Mr. Wyles was a loYer of music 
a nd song, and he was responsible for the introduction 
of the Baptist H,nnmd in place of the old Psalms and 
l lymns. 

On  the occas ion of the 33th A11 n iversary of the 
Church, five years ago, at which the North Sydney 
Pastor, now the Auburn Pastor, ReY. \Y. Cleugh Black, 
presided, an appeal was made for funds to build a 
new Church, the objecti\'e being £1000 before building 
operations cornmenced. A pictorial barometer, made 
by Bros. Hume and Francis, and painted and figured 
hr  Bro. Arnold, recorded the result of the eYening 's 
a ppeal, Yiz., £l l 0, much to the jo�- and encouragement 
o f  the people . 

• 
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\Yith i n  a fe,Y months the Pastor resigned, hav ing  

lJeen 11ppointecl. 0 1 1  acconnt of h i s  splellllid or"an i,; in g­
abi l ities. to the t:-:1" Cl 1 1e_,. l ' it)· ::\l ission a ,;  Gcnen�l �l'l:1'�� 

tary. H i,; successor wa,; the ReY. \Y. Clengh Black. 
,1·ho, whilst m in i ,;ter ing at Dnl\\' ich H ill some years 
hefore. had been approached, lrnt had relnctantlv tlP­
e l ined nomination. The second approach was 'more 
snccessfnl. and belieY i nµ· it to be Goel ·s gnidance, he 
�ame to .Auburn in  January, 192':!, after four years 
happ,r and successful ministry at the beantifnl Chmch 
of �orth S�·dney. 

He was enthusiastically "·elcomed to .At1b11rn 
� iY i c  officials joi n i ng:  ,1· ith · (. 'hnrch members in L'X� 
pre,;sing goodwill. A large contingent of North t::iyd­
rn•y folk also attended, and it was evident from ·the 
outset that the enthusiastic co-operation of all meant 
immediate extension of the l 'hnrch huilcl i llµ-. W i th in  
a few months the back walls were knocked out, and 
extra accommodation for seventy wond1ippers secured. 

:\Ir. Black ·,; policy, already carried out in extenso 
at Duh,·ich Hill, was to form a District Church hy 
making Auburn the Mother, surrounded by a series 
of sturdy children. _-\.ccorcl i ngly, Pastor and officers 
eurnlated the spies of old, and snneyecl the surround­
ing territories. A cliar-a-banc \\·as h ired, and the 
('Cc lesiastical joy-riders passed an ,1 ne ient propt.'l'ty 
neu r the Parra ma tta-roatl. It measured 32-! feet 
frontage to Skarra tt-street by a bont 66 feet to .Ader­
ler-street, and was ,Yell "·orth £500. Ho,1·eyer it was 
,,ecnred for £150. The cottage "·as demolished, the 
g-round cleared, plan� and specifications prepared, 
a nd, nnder the expert supen- ision of �lr. Bin(fe a band 
-0£ OYer 50 Yoluntary labourers from our " o�vn and 
other churches, nob]�- supported b)· the ladies of the 
::\!other Church, who JH'OYided refres l1111ents, laboured 
as the.'· did at Sefton Park .'·ea1·s beforp from dawn 
till dark. and the larµ·est ( 'hurch l l l l ilclin u· ever erected 
i n  _-\.ustralia in one day was consecrated ,..to the »en-ice 
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o f  t h e Lord. 'l' l te �u iwr inte l l ( l ent  of the  l:fra 1 1ch ,  Elder· 
I I .  Bo11µ·ers, \\·ho  11·as  presentl'cl "· i t h  a go ld  k ey, in  
recognit ion o f  h is org:1rn is i 1 1g  ,rnrk i n  t he Federa l 
H a l l ,  opened t h e  (_ ' hurcl t  a t  dusk ,  ancl t h e  HeY.  l frnry 
( ' l a rk  clecl i ca tecl i t  to t he  "·ors l t i p  of God. I t  \\'as ,l 

memorab le  dar.  t i l t' d a i l y  pres1; fea t uring- i t  in sneh 
pictor ia l  fash ioll t h a t  s ightseers motored from aU 

' O R T H  All B ll R :\"  C H URCH.  

suburbs  to see  t h e  m i rae l l' o f  a e h 1 1 reh of mn1-;hroomic· 
gTO\\' t l 1 .  

How "·e l l  t h i s  ho lr  l'X J >er iml 'nt \\· as just i fied is  
e ,· i c lencel l  b�- the  fa ct  t ha t  ll' i t l i i n  t h ree years i t  h a s. 
become uecN;sa ry t o  t h i n k of i t s  ext ens im1 .  I t  "·as 
l m i lt to sea t l:!O, and  rn u1-;t 1 1011· be en la rg·ecl beca use 
of  t h e  l a rge a nc l  enth usias t i c  eo 1 1g-n'1.rn t iorn;. Th i s  
p rosperity i :-;  grea t ly  cl ue  t o  t he l o.ni l support of  t h e­
Mot her C:h u rc l t  in ge1 1era l .  <i l l ll i 1 1  par t i c uh1 1· t o  t h e  
::;u peri 1 1 tencle 1 1 t  ( M t· .  Bonµ·er;, ) _  t h t• l ' ho irmaster ( :. l r .  
::,; ,  L i t t l <' ) ,  t h e  � 1 1 nda�· �e l iool  :-:;upcr inkrnlent  ( :.[r _  
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DaYi cl U ri l lh am ) ,  a nc l  Seneta rr ( :\lr. J a c k  Stephen­
son ) ,  a 1 1d  the l oca l  comm i tt ee ,  supported by  an en­
t h usiast ic band of ladies. 

The ?\ o rt J 1 ~..\.ubnr 1 1  B ra nc h  \\· as fort unate in ,;ecur­
iug as Hono ra ry Pastor a m,rn of outst-a nd ing  a b i l i ­
t ies , l\ l r  . .A .  T .  ·wh a le ,  m i  aYO\\"t>tl Spnrgeonic a u ­
t h or i t :r , whose EYange l ica l zea l "·as a hrn�·s i n  l' 1· i ­
clence, and  resulted in  many bapt isms and  atl d it iou� 
to  membersh ip .  ReceiYing a business appointment a t  
?\e1rcastle, he  w a s  fare"· e l led , a n d  p resented w i th  a p­
prec i a t iYe  gifts, and  "·11 ,;  fo l lo1Yed by Pastor l 'h a rles 
Gra_1·, of the Bapt ist  Col lege, a man of  w insome per­
sonal i ty and spiri t ua l  force, "·h o ,  beiug unencumbered 
by busin ess duties, was a b l e  to  Y is i t  the  peop l e  a nd 
org·anise t h e  Cause ,ri t h  such  dist inct success t ha t  
11· i t h in  s ix  mon ths  t h e  congregations liaYe cloublell , 
a nd extem; ion  i s  contemplated.  

i::, im i l ar  success has a t tended t he  \\'Ork  H t  �efton 
Park, w h ic h  "·as eommencel l  in the year 1907, cott age 
meetings being couductecl by a fe,Y earnest worker,; 
from t h e  ~..\.uburn  C hurch ; aml as  t h e  "·ork gaH p ro­
m ise of improYemeut, a meet ing of a t t endants  wa:s  
h ckl, under  the  p residency o f  HeY .  A.  J. "\\'a ldoc k ,  
"· l ien l\Ir.  Charles Bent \\'as elected Secre tary and M r. 
!)ta nler Ha l l  Trea surer. I t  "·a:;  dl'c ided t o  t a ke u p  
co l l ec t i ons a t  t he serY il'es. a rnl s o  ra ise fun ls  f o r  t h e  
purclrnse of  a u  a l lo tment .  a n d  u l t imate ly  f o r  t he 
bui ld ing of a c h u rch .  !)enices 11·ere aftenrn nls he ld  
in  T hompson · s  H al l ,  "\Ya ld ron -roacl .  

T h rough the genero:sit,1· of ) l r. F. �ea rl a n  a ll o t ­
men t  was  purchasetl i n  l' l apha m-road, and a ch urch 
( t h e  first t o  be erec ted iu a da ,1· i n  ?\e"· !::,outh \\'a les ) 
"·as  lmi l t  on  October 14t h ,  Hl l l .  The "·o r k  "·as  under 
t l 1 e  snpen ision of  )[r .  C. Pa lmer, mid was accom ­
p l ished by t h e  a i d  of m1merotb Yo lunteer  ass ist a nt;;  iu  
t en h ours.  . .. A. dedicatory i:'en· ice  11·as  conducted hy 
1\Ir .  "\Y. ~hd i l l ,  "·h o  \\·as Prt>,;ille 1 1 t  of t he Bapt is t  
Union of  KS.,\·. t h a t  year .  a nd the  lrnih l i 1 1g-, "·h i1 •h 



·eo:;t £1 0H/D/!, "·a ::; opened free of debt . T h is ,ras 
made possible b,r a µrant of £:!( ) from t i l e  1 ! 0111 e .Jl is­
:;ion, a n d  a mn11i ficrnt dn1rntio11 of f;jt )  from }fr. W .  
Buckingham, the  remaininµ: a 1 1 1 1rnut l 1e i 1 1 µ· r11ised 
l oeall.r. 

8i1 1 ce  t h e1 1  great  bless ing h m; at tended t i l e  Sefton 
Park Branch ,  under t h e Snpe1·intendency of .Jl l'. E. 
S1.reet , who, despit e  !lla n�- <l iscouragrments and a l i uost 
::;ingle- lrnndecl, lrns maintained this ontpost ,  for man�· 
years resisting the  oft-repeated sug:µ·estio11 t o  aban<lon 
or remoYe it elsewhere. I lis optimism and 1 w rtim1citr 
have  been justified,  for it has rrmarlrn bly reYiHd after 
it:; chequered career, and is repea ting: t he succt•sst's 
t h a t  obtained i11 the  earlier years, when l\lr. arnl .Jlrs. 
Hurne, Mr. George ::\IcKeown ,  l\lr. Pittock,  :'.\Ir. Hay­
ward and ot her friends rendered va lued ::;en-ice, A 
band of loyal ladies, including Mn;. Ja kemm1.  :Mrs. 
Oates, ::\1 1-s. A. H art .  ::\[rs. Gibson, l\lrs. Ill;;ley 
.a nd ot hers, presided OHL' by ::\Irs. ::-itreet , haYe 
worked ent lrnsiasticall�·. a nd quite  recent ly rai;;ed an 
.amount sufficient to  add t \l·o heautifnl Yestries. Kin­
{lergarten furni1,hings, a nd. in addition, attractin in­
terior lining to the C hurch. 

Quite recently ,  owing to  :'.\Ir. Stree t 's superns10n 
.a ll(l the  \\"Ork h a Yi 11� prospel'ed abnndantl,r, t h e  Home 
Mi::;sion 8ociet.'· consented to Pastor Heather,  of the 
Ba11lrnt0\n1 Churc h, taking t he pastoral OYersight, 
·which h e  d i d  "·i th mnch acceptance til l pressure of 
work else\\"here caused him to resign, mnch to the  
regret of  the  people. 

I l e 11·as follo11·ecl br Pastor D. Harper, who is 
ministering "·ith g-reat fidelity and !:inccess, and there 
i;; every i ndication that in t his rapidly developing 
district our Bapti,;t Foundations haYe been well and 
t rnly laid, t l r nnks large]�· to t he patience and perse­
verance of the  8uperi 1 1 te1 1dent ,  �Ir. Street. 

The Dist l'ict scheme. howeYer, is still incomplete ,  
.aml  Lidcombe a nd other adjoining localities wait  to 

• 

• 

be possessed. but a,; soon as t l i e  1 1 t• 11· Central Church 
is opened a forn·anl moYe  in these d irections will be­
unclertaken , in co-opern tio 1 1  11·ith the  Central Cum­
berland District Baptist ..--\1,sociatio11 and the  Home­
Mission SocietY. Xot 1 1 11 lY has  the  Mot her Church 
t hus lengthene·d h er cords. · but s i te  h as strengthened 
h er stakes, f(ff wit hin a yea r a fter }Ir. B lack  ·s arr iYal  

S E fTO::--: l. H l. R C H .  

i t  ,ms decided t o  pla 1 1  for the e l'ection of a 1 1 t' W  

Church building to accomrnodate  the  i 1 1creasinµ- con­
gregations. ..,\ sc heme to raise £600 per rear "·a s dr­
cided upon, and painted in pictoria l  fashio11 .  clock -
11·ise, b y  :\Ir. J . .Arm!;tro11µ· .  This a l'tistic and prophetie 
pic ture "·as placed pen11anent l.'· on the "·all of the­
Chnrch, facing the  cougT,'µ-at ion-a peri)etua l re ­
m inder of the  Chmch ·s  tlecision a nd clntY. l\Ir .  Arnold 
D i ckinson,  LL.B., was appointed Finan�ial Secretar.'·­
A Beautifica tion Commith't>,  11· i tl1 l\ [r. Georgr :Midg·le�­
as ConYenor, wa s formed to prt•pare a beant ifnl  g-ar-
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·den scheme in prepa ra t ion fo r t he i 1e\\· Church . and 
for fonr  yea rs M r. ::'lf i t lµ le�- has, a lmost una ided ,  con­
•c,:,ntra tecl  a s  a l aml sca pP ga rdener, and proclnced 
m in i a ture Botan i ca l  U a r< lrn,;,  w i t h st a t"e ly pa lms and  
,i rc lrn-ays of rad iant  Bouga im· i l leas. t ha t  form a 
pan1 tl i si a l  pa t l l \rn�- for t he b lush ing:  br ides of the  d is­
t r i c t .  Certa in ly  t l 1 e  gTonntls are t h e most p icturesq ne 
of  any i n  thP Deno 1 1 1 i na t i01 1 ,  and reflect the a rt i ;;tn·, 
energy a n cl ficl <' l i ty of '::'l l r .  M idgl ey. 

}fa :· 24, mu. \\" H S  s\ r l ior Day. \\" he1 1  t he e ight  
pa lms "·ere p lanted I ,�- t he four m i n isten;-ReYs. 
,Va l< lock ,  :::ih a rp, Wyles am! B lack ; and l\1rs. H arris 
represeut inµ: the l ad ies ,  } l r. ;1 l eadows the officers, J\Ir.  
Arnold t he Sunday 1:,chool .  aml Senator DaY id  '\\Tat ­
son  the o ld  members .  The sa m e  a ft ernoon the  first 
1 1 1l l't of our ne\\" ( ' hurc h  st heme-th e  beaut ifnl a nd 
comn1od io11s  room clesi µ: 1 1 ed as YCstries of the  n ew 
{'hurch ,  H nd bu i l t  h:· }l r. l l ume a t  a cost of £;360-
was offic i a l ly opened h:· :\ Ir .  H .  J .  Morton , President 
of  t he Bapt ist lfo i on ; a l l ( l  the l a rgest tra  and publ ic 
meet ing in the h ist or:· nf the { ' h n rch \\·as h el d ,  0Yer 
500 assem bl ing for teH and .J-00 c rush ing i n to  the 
'l'lrnrch . Senator Da Y i d  ,ra t son  presided, and e,·ery­
one rejo iced 0Yer th f' gTt'; 1 t Ponrnrd MoYement ,  au cl 
·d n•amec l  of t he desiret l  co11s1 1mmat ion fon r years ' 
hen ·e .  

The  spi r i t ua l  s ide of the  work \\·as 1 1 o t  negl ected, 
1 h e  ' Past·or a rra ngetl for the finest aml most spirit­
fi l l ed enrngel i ,;ts, tea c h ers a ncl m i ssiona r ies to h old 
com·ent ions a n d  sen ites, and nftimes t h e  C h u rch  "·as 
impirecl and  etl i fied I i:· l l l l' l l  of t he t�·pe of  Dr .  Ca irns, 
.J\Ir. }lcOm ish . E rn 1 1gel ist J a n· is, a nd the worlcl­
famons )Ir. i\' i cholson,  "· ho held a L 1ni ted Tent :Mis­
s i on  of fiye "·eeks · dura t io 1 1 .  A Sun rise Prayer Meet­
ing at 7 o 'c lock  01 1  �nmla:· was begu11 . and has been 
con t i nued b�· a fe"· fa i t l t fn l  souls  eHr since, under 
the leadersh i p  of Elder l 'aYanaµ:h . Since the Pastor 's 
athent oYer 1 00 han jo iued t h e  fel l o\\·sh ip,  though ,  
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unfortnna t cl:· •  t here haYe  been m,my l osses ur rc­
rnoYa l from the d is tri c t .  

'l'he Pastor.  "·ho ,  l i k e  h i s  precleces):,ors, i,; a 1 1 a r­
dent  EYangel icH l and  a nt i-::'IIodernist ,  be l i e.Y ing tha t  
t h e  l o ca l  Chnrch politr should I J e  modelled closelr on  
.Aposto l i c  J i nes, i n t roduced t he Script ura l i dea  of t he­
appo intment of Elders. whose m a i n  m in ist ry i s  t o  ne t  
rn an a ch ison· capac i ty ,  a s  spir i tua l  0Yerseers, but  not  
to  usurp  t he  execut i nc> or a clm i n istrn t iYe author i t:· •  

B re thre n  l' . l\lor l i ng, I I .  Bo1 1gers, Lewi s  Bro\\·n ,. 
J· . l'a Yanagh · and  I l enry Page were a ppo inted to t h e  
eh lera te .  l:;0011 af ter, l\ l r. l\ lor l ing, \\· ho  i s  the  father· 
of the  beloYecl Princ ipa l  of t he  Bapt i s t  College, rc­
moYe <l to Blackhen t h ,  and i s  a t  present m i n istering 
as  H onora r:· Pa stor  "· i t h  great accepta nce to the loca l 
Ch nreh a t  Leura . 

T",o bretl 1 ren of t he D iaco1 ia te ,  l ' .  L. l\Ieadn\\"s a n d  
G .  �I cKeom1 \\"ere h onoured by the  l'hmch for 101 1� 
a ntl fa ithfu l  sen· ices. aml \\· ere made l ife De11 cons .  a 
\Yel l-meri tel l  a nd much  a pp rec iated honour indeed 

During· i t s  40 years ' h i story Auburn has  ;i hni ys. 
bee1 1  a Young People  ·s Church ,  and U-od has  hl es,;ed 
i t  r ich ly "· i t h  nmler-shepherds, who wh ih;t t ending 
t he sheep of  the  pasture h a Ye not forgotten  the  l1 1 mbs. 
Consecra ted Sunday Schoo l ,  Christ i a i 1  EHdearn1 1 r  a lH l  
Youni.r '\\'orsh i ppers · l::iuper in te 1 1den ts  J rnye s tr i 1·e ! 1  t o• 
make  - the  Yom1g Peopl e 's Departments a tt ra c ti ,·e H JH l  
effic ien t .  Bro .  S l a ter was t h e  first Superi J J tc l lllent ,. 
and  h a d  s ix schol<1rs ; now Mr. Arnold,  the  l a st of a 
lon g  l ist of spleJJd id  men,  h a s  senral h undred scho l ars. 
u nder h is  c a re .  H e  has  been au ly  supported I Jr  out ­
stand ing  secret a ri es in  the persons of l\Ir  . .. :\. rch ie­
I lood and l\lr. K indred, a nd a splendid st a ff o f  
t eachers, a n d  h i s  g·en i a l i ty  a nd yersa t i l ity cause h i m  
t o  be a faYouri t e  w i th  young a nd o l d ,  espec i a l l:· w i th 
the members of the  Young Traders '  Assoc ia t ion ,  which  
b eg<1 1 1  i ts commerc i a l  ca reer for  Christ  four year,-, a go .. 
a n d  ha� been so ferYent  i n  bus iness t h n t  oYer a h n n -
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,dred pounds has been raised, ,md a gift made to the 
new Church of the beautiful gallery that "·ill accom­
modate over 60 "·orshippers. 

The Sunday School AnniYersaries haYe been noted 
for their ministr�· of splendid song under the conduc­
torship of l\fr. ~-\.. Dickinson, senior, and the Church 
Choirmaster, l\Ir. (¾ladstone Dickinson. whilst eyer 
and anon special concerts, under the aegis of the 
Sunday School, haYe been given for philanthropic 
purposes, the beneficiaries being either the local Or­
phanage or the District Hospital. 

As a demonstration of Interde11omi11ational Fra­
ternity and Protestant Solidarity, om o";n Sunday 
School has joined the District S.S. Association, and 
acts thus conjointly in all  matters that affect the 
social and spiritual ,relfare of the to"·n : a concert for 
the District IIosital, giwn under the auspices of the 
Combined Suncla�· Schooh, recentlr realised oYer £100. 
to the delight of the directors. 

The Young "
r orshippers · League, under the excel­

lent leadership of :Mr. Bert Haddon and more recently 
l\Ir. ·will Perr:rnrnn. is E'nconraging its �-outhful mem­
bers to honour the Lord ·s Day and the Lord 's House. 

The Young People of the Choir, realising that the 
{'llristian Church has no right to condemn the ques­
tionable amusements of the day unless it provides 
eleYatiug attractions to lessen the lure of the former, 
baYe for some years past organised "·ith meticulous 
,care an Annual EistecldfocL ,d1ich has become re­
nowned throughout the State, and attracted Yocal, 
choral , musical and elocnfionary contestants from all 
metropolitan centres and some distant country towns. 
'l'he renclezyous for the future ::\Iemlelssohns and 
)1elbas has been the 'l'own Hall, and the financial re­
sults haYc enriched the 11ew Church coffers consider­
.ably. 

The Christian EudP,aYour Society, which dates 
hack to the clars of the E'nterprising Bro. ttlorgan, 
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has ahrnys been a riµ-orou� moYement, aml during the 
last decade in particular because of the executive 
ability and fidelity of l\fr. DaYe Griuharn, has been 
reµ-arded as one of the largest and most efficient 
Yomig- People 's Societies in the State; whilst the In­
termediate Societ)-, under the Superintendency of Mr. 
Ernest Protheroe, the State Superintendent, who fol­
Io,red Bro. Geoq:re )IcKeO\rn, has won the silwr shield 
t.wice in succession. In addition, the Junior Society, 
nnder the leadership of l\Irs. Grinham and Miss Hart­
l ey, and the Achancecl Junior ministered to by M iss 
Ada. C'aYanagh and )Ii::;s Doris Goodwin, haYe, as 
Junior camps, been grnncl recruiting grounds for the 
rrgime11ts of Christian Emlearour. 

The Young People ·s work would be incomplete 
without reference to the tin�· tots of the Primary and 
Kindergarten Department1>, under the able and con­
secrated leadership of �\liss ·wilkinson and l\Iiss Florrie 
Pag-e ; "·hilst the "·ork among the radiant young 
maidens and the ,;;plernlid ronng men of the Church 
is n lasting momrnwnt to the sanctity and sen-ice of 
J\1r. and l\Irs. Harry Thc>rpe, whose �·0 1mg folk, in 
addition to other liberal !!ifts. hare arranged for the 
installation of the electrie light at a cost of £80. 

One of the onhtamling features of the Church 
life has Her been the work of the Ladies ' Church 
Aid, the members of whieh haYe shown great devotion 
to l'hrist and the Church. 11 ml their Good Samaritan 
service has reached to the nt termost parts of the 
,li,-,trict. In earlier da�>; ::\[r,;. _.\ _  .r. ·waldock and l\frs_ 
�l1arp. and more recently )Ir,;;. \\'�·les, }frs. Harris and 
J\Jr,; .  Pntland. the present occupant of the presidential 
1:hair, haw \\Tonght so "·orthily and successfully that 
to- t lll�- the Church ..' .. id calmly contemplates the task 
of pror iding the carpets, rugs, rubber flooring, stair 
li1 1ole11m, and other fnrnisliinp: accessories at an ap­
proximate cost of £1 ,10. 

The success of a eau�e tlepellCl s  largely upon the 
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fidelity and fo rCl' o.f its Ext ·cutiYe Officns. and Auhul'n 
Church has  h a ll many outstanclinµ· men of gra 11it ic  
strength like Hem·r l'onsta11ti1 1e and "·i11some grace­
like Henn· Boshier. Men \\·ho lw ,·e combined both 
t in' afores�id qualitie� of µTit and µnee, like :l\Ir . •  l. A. 
Packer, l\ Ir. Meado,n;, Mr. W inn. ) f r. Dawson and 
.i\1 1'. ,T. Hood. h 11 n• a clornecl th(' st•crcta l'ial o ffice, th l' hro 
latter haYiug· serHcl 11· i th gTea t acceptance fo1· terms. 
, , f  nine and :,;ewn yea rs respectin>ly . The Treasurers 
o f  the l'h urch  haYe kept a t ight hold 011 their trust 
and on their treasure. a nragi1 1µ· a period of ten years 
each as guardians of tht' gold of God. The present 
T l'easnrer, ) f r. Ernest P1·othe1·oe . a ,,·ell-known State· 
Enclc•ayourer, met "·ith a terrible accident in ,January,. 
l ! ln. resulting- in the loss of an a rm. a tragedy which 
hr faced with great fortitude and cheen· optimism. 

The closing- section of this sonYenir  record shoul<l 
he a succinct recital of the steps leading up to the 
el'ectio11 of the beautifu l Baptist Bethel that i s  the­
.ior and pride of the members ,,·ho haYe pra�·rcl and 
tnilrd so a rdeutlr for the la st four �-ears. The fonrnrcl 
monmeut began ffith the pltshing· out of  the back 
walls of the old Church b uilcling. then, under the­
ab le  direction of Mr.  Hume, came the erection of the 
heantiful Christian E11deaY011r room, wh ich ,n1 s cle­
,- ig·ned as the Yestries of the future l'hurch. 

The Church clt'tenuined to rnise a 11 amo1111t of 
£600 per �-ea r,  ancl tu beg-in operations in l f)�9. ::Ur. 
Arnold Dicki11f;o11. LL.B., was appointed FimlllCl' Sec­
reta n· and has  re11derecl innllnahle sen·icc of a legat  
and · financial chara cter. Each departmrut ,,·as. 
assessed annnallr, some sections, notabl�· the Ladies·· 
Ch l l l'ch Aid, onr-sul iscribing:, with the result that 
Pa l'h- in 19�8 the Church decided b ,· a unanimous Yote 
to �:o fonnird. like ?\'"ehemiah of oict .  and build a He\\" 
sc1 11'ctnarr at an approximate cost of £,jOUO. A hnilcl-. 
i 1 1g  Committee was formed with 'M l'. A. Burg·ess, 11 1 1  

c· xper ienced mastrr hui lcler, as  cha i rman. abl:· a ssistecl 

by )fr. Binge. another master b11illlPr ( \\·h o  ol 'ga11 i;;ed 
the building of North ),11 hurn) .  :rnd )fr. H ume aml 
)fr. Jesse Nightingale. 

Plans "·ere p repared In- ::\lr. LanYOll Clark, 
L.H.I.B.A., :M.LL a leall i llg ec

.
clesiolo;!'ist, �rhose ,rork 

at other clrnrche,; ha cl attrnctecl ancl a rrested the at­
tention of the Builclinµ' Committee. H e  snbmittrtl a 
•design in  the Romanesq ue st�· le of a rchitecture, 1�10-
•der11ised to some extent \\·ith seating· accommoclat10n 
-includi1w the 1 1·allerY area-for about 500 ,rorship­
pers. l\1a�y distincti;·e features \\·ere incorporated, 
incluclino· a tower ,,·ith four spa ciom; rooms 13 x ] :{, 
�rncl a g�rden roof : this portion to be usecl part icu­
larly for the Young People \; Department : an open 
baptistry, in circula r formation. situated beneath the  
pulpit, and speciallr tiled and oak-panelled. with � beautiful Jeadlight ,1·indo,r inset of tlw Bap t 1:sm ot 
,Jesus-a unique inset ingenious!)- illmn i 11ed h�- s pe­
•ci a l  underfloor m i l'rors. This ba ptistn·. the irift of 
Mrs. Albert Trenholm, at a cost of OYel' £100. is n 
beautiful and distinctin denominat ional feature of 
the ne"· Chul'ch. Exquisite stained glass windo,n; of 
.a memorial and thanksµ' iY ing charactr l', the g-ift,; of 
Ya l'ious donors. h a ,·e abo been proYiclecl at a cost of 
onr £400. B�tween the nstries the rece:ssed area 
occupied b�- the pnlpit and baptistn· ha s  been ar­
ranged, proscenium-wise. 1·icltl�- decorated ,,·ith 
•columns three on each  side. and the "·hole pulpit a rra 
-ceiling � rrang-ed in thref' elliptic tiers panelled, part 
in fibrous plaster ancl part a rt leacled-g·la ss, with a 
beautiful representation of a Yine and clusters or 
nTapes that  entwine round an inscription. · ' I am the 
,rine ; ;.e are the branches, ' ·. all the border work being 
Scriptural and symbolic. a golden bell and a b lm-., 
purple, ancl scarlet ponH.'granate (the emblems of 
Testimmn- and Frnitfnlness ) a lternating. The pulpit 
itself. or ' ch aste and arti:stic design. t l ie gift of ) fr. 
~.\.lbert Trenholm, cro\\·ns the forepart of t h e  Church, 
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,1·hilst specia l 1l orellL' \\·ork 0n t il t' ,rn l ls enhances the 
g·enera l artistry of the scheme, 11·hich finds a choice­
c lima x in  the narthcx, or porch. 11" 1 rich is oa k-panel led 
throughout .  and represents the gifts of _jl r. H ichanl 
Pritchard and )lessrs. Poole a nd So11 a nd Dickinson . 

'l'he successful temlerers, 1 Iessrs. A. :K .  and \Y . 
Da wes, who quoted £,3 1 ,31/G/-. cornmenced building­
opera tions in i1 1c lement weather. the loc a l  fire hrig-ade 
engine bei11g requisitioned to pump out the \\·at er  
from the t reuches, ,1·hich hacl been dug a fen· clays 
after the interesting· ceremo11y, performed by Mrs. 
Smith, of t u rning the first sod to the stra ins of the 
Doxology. This historic e n·nt occurr ed at 8 o 'clock 
Tuesday morninµ·, M arch t he Gth. 

l\fr. A. B nrµ-ess "·as appointed supenisor, and 
the Church was fortunate  in src1 1rinµ- a g-entleman of 
his ability a nd rxpcrience.  

The foumlatio11 ceremony ,1·as held on Saturclar. 
the Hth of April ,  19:.?8. fonr fou11dation-sto11es being­
placed by the Pres ide1 1 t  of the l·11ion (ReY.  C. J .  Tins­
l ey ) ,  the Pastor (ReY. \Y. l ' leuµ-h Black ) ,  �fr. C. L.  
1Ieadom, (representing the members ) ,  a nd Mr. Albert 
R .  Trenholm ( the con1.tre1:rn tion ) .  :\[r. Meadows had 
been associated with the l 'hnreh from the early days. 
a nd had eYer IJeeu a pil l ar  of  tl ,e sa nctuan·, beloYed 
h.,- a l l ; whilst :.Ir. '1'1·enholm had ta ken a !!raciom, 
mid generous interest in the Cause for ma11y �-ea rs, 
g·iYing unostentationsl r  and "·il li1 1g:J�- t o  eYen· appeal. 
mid conce 1 1 t ra ti11g· in  l aYi.:h fashio11 upon the ncn· 
church, so that the Church wa,; eowitrained t o  hon oui· 
these outstauding Christian gentleme11, ,1·hose senice­
for Christ and the Cause had been so genuine ancl 
t rue. 

The fo und11 tion-sturn� p l acin�· ceremony w11s a 
memorable one. l'ro\\·ds ot' eiti,:ens assembled. and 
denominational officials and friend,; added to  the 1mm­
her. Friends ohl  an,1 llt '\Y gathered. The former 11·er� 
re1n·e�ented br )Ir. ,r . ..  :\. l 'atk Pl'. "·ho in a eharneter-
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